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j ']  (" '  The  rumble  of  dis- 
\  J  1  i  content  among 
M  M  contractors  over  the 
^4  ^  increasing 
number  of  scripts  for  periods  of 
treatment  over  30  days  is  steadily 
increasing  in  line  with  the 
number  of  offending  scripts. 
Quite  why  GPs  are  prescribing 
for  longer  periods  is  debatable. 
The  higher  prescription  charge 
can  have  only  a  negligible  effect 
since  the  majority  of  scripts  are 
exempt.  And  one  would  assume 
the  majority  of  scripts  for  long 
periods  of  treatment  are  repeats 
for  chrome  sufferers,  who,  if  they 
are  paying  patients,  would  find  it 
more  economical  to  buy  a  season 
ticket. 

But  the  fact  is  that  such 
scripts  are  increasing  and  both 
the  NPA  and  PSNC  report  a 
rising  tide  of  complaint.  The 
shortly  to  be  renamed  Central 
Checking  Bureau  (p205) 
produced  figures  last  July  to 
show  that  16.4  per  cent  of  scripts 
were  for  supplies  for  over  30  days 
treatment.  Another  survey  is 
being  done  on  January  '86 
scripts.  The  matter  has  risen 
sufficiently  high  on  PSNC's  list  of 
priorities  for  it  to  instruct  that  the 
survey  be  repeated  at  six 
monthly  intervals. 


From  the  pharmacist's  point 
of  view,  tied  as  he  or  she  is  to  a 
fee  per  prescription,  a  sudden 
change  in  prescribing  habits  by 
the  local  surgery  can  lead  to  a 
noticeable  drop  in  NHS  income. 
The  matter  has  been  booted 
about  listlessly  between  official 
bodies  for  long  enough.  It  is  time 
more  vigorous  action  was  taken. 

Although  the  British  Medical 
Association  and  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  have  long 
pushed  for  a  triple  prescription 
form  the  Department  of  Health 
has  ruled  out  the  idea.  It  has  also 
thrown  out  a  PSNC  proposal  to 
relate  the  fee  to  the  period  of 
treatment  by  giving  a 
supplementary  fee  for  scripts 
over  28  days.  Imprecise 
directions  and   the  need  for 


pricing  clerks  to  calculate  the 
period  of  treatment  from  the 
quantity  prescribed  would  cause 
processing  problems  for  the 
Pricing  Authority.  It  will  be 
interesting,  though,  to  see  what 
response  is  given  to  PSNC's  latest 
idea,  where  a  supplementary  fee 
should  be  paid  if  the  script  is  for 
a  period  of  treatment  higher  than 
the  national  average. 

But  when  one  looks  at  the 
wastage  of  medicines  it  would 
seem  to  make  far  more  sense  to 
enforce  a  maximum  period  of 
treatment  per  script.  Dump 
campaigns  indicate  10  per  cent 
of  prescribed  medication  is 
wasted.  Medicines  dispensed  by 
UK  pharmacists  cost  the  NHS  (at 
manufacturers'  prices)  £l,274m 
in  1984  —  10  per  cent  of  that 
figure  is  no  mean  sum,  and  even 
assuming  only  1  per  cent  is  saved 
through  reduced  wastage,  it  still 
amounts  to  over  £lm.  For  a 
Government  intent  on  penny 
pinching  the  logic  seems 
reasonable.  There  may  be  minor 
irritation  for  GPs,  but  there 
would  be  no  pharmacists 
clamouring  for  extra  fees  and 
£lmm  the  kitty.  But  %  % 
logic  seems  to  make  1§\  \\ 
little  headway  in  r 
some  quarters. 
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Contract  Bill  gets 
through  Lords  .  •  • 


The  NHS  (Amendment)  Bill  was 
given  a  successful  second  reading 
in  the  House  of  Lords  last  week. 

Moving  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time,  Baroness  Tmmpington,  Under- 
Secretary,  Department  of  Health,  said 
clause  2  empowered  the  Government  to 
proceed  with  the  pharmacists'  new 
contract,  which  aimed  to  develop  a  service 
that  better  satisfied  the  interests  of  the 
patient,  the  profession  and  the  taxpayer. 

The  Government  had  considered 
carefully  the  arguments  put  forward  for  a 
national  appeals  procedure  but  had 
decided  that  a  locally  convened 
procedure  was  better.  It  was  consistent 
with  the  functions  of  FPCs,  and  a  number 
of  important  safeguards  against  bias  had 
been  introduced. 

A  centralised  system  would  present  a 
serious  bottleneck.  Although  pharmacists 
would  have  a  role  on  the  family 
practitioner  subcommittees,  there  would 
be  special  quorum  arrangements  so  they 
could  never  be  in  the  majority,  she  said. 

The  appeals  system  had  been  changed 
in  response  to  representations  pointing  to 
the  need  for  consistency  and  the  need  to 
avoid  vested  interests. 

Chairmen  and  members  of  appeals 
panels  would  be  drawn  from  a  national  list 
of  persons,  unconnected  with  the  local 
FPC  and  approved  by  the  Social  Services 
Secretary.  Pharmacists  on  the  appeals 
panels  would  be  present  to  give  advice 
and  guidance  but  would  not,  as  originally 
proposed,  have  a  vote. 

Baroness  Trumpington  believed  there 
should  be  no  conflict  between  the 
successful  businessman's  need  to  provide  a 
decent  service  for  customers  and  the 
ethics  of  public  service.  "Combining 
business  motivation  with  public  service  is 
one  of  the  great  strengths  of  community 
pharmacy  in  this  country,"  she  added. 

Lord  Ennals,  who  said  he  was 
personally  responsible  for  the  present 
system  of  remuneration  including  special 
protection  for  small  pharmacies,  asked  if 
the  Government  thought  there  were  too 
many  pharmacies,  bearing  in  mind  there 
were  3,000  fewer  than  20  years  ago  and  the 
UK  had  the  lowest  number  per  head  of  any 
western  country  except  Switzerland.  No, 
replied  the  Baroness,  but  present 
distribution  did  not  meet  patient  needs. 

Lord  Ennals  wondered  how  many 
pharmacy  closures  the  Government 
expected  to  achieve  because  this  would 


affect  the  amount  of  compensation  given 
and  hence  the  savings  made.  He  also 
wondered  how  much  it  would  cost  to 
administer  the  local  licensing  committees. 

Lord  Wmstanley  said  it  seemed  strange 
that  a  Government  wedded  to  the 
operation  of  market  forces  was  not 
prepared  to  allow  market  forces  to  operate 
in  this  matter.  He  called  for  consumer 
representation  on  those  bodies  deciding 
who  could  enter  into  NHS  pharmacy 
practice  and  thought  that  community 
health  councils  should  be  involved. 

The  Earl  of  Buchan  felt  there  was 
nothing  in  clause  2  for  consumers,  who 
would  find  their  choice  restricted  as 
competitors  were  kept  out  of  the  business. 
Patients  would  get  scant  comfort  from  the 
fact  that  a  new  pharmacy  in  an  urban  area 
was  not  necessary  or  desirable  if  it  was 
within  one  kilometre  of  another.  A 
kilometre  was  "a  mighty  long  way  when 
one  is  not  feeling  well,"  he  said. 

People  in  country  areas  had  difficulty 
in  getting  their  optical  prescriptions 
dispensed,  and  Lord  Rugby  could  think  of 
no  better  person  in  this  regard  than  the 
local  pharmacist,  who  was  accustomed  to 
prescriptions  and  was  thoroughly 
responsible.  He  thought  rural  pharmacists 
should  be  given  free  focimeters  with  which 
they  could  check  the  optical  prescriptions 
they  had  sent  to  be  made  up  by 
prescription  houses.  Lord  Kilmarnock  was 
sceptical  about  how  the  appeals  system 
would  work  and  whether  the  new  contract 
would  result  in  a  better  spread  of 
pharmacies. 

Currently  only  135  of  the  1,380  small 
pharmacies  were  defined  as  essential  and 
he  thought  there  should  be  an  adequate 
incentive  for  this  number  to  increase  in 
inner  city  areas,  on  housing  estates,  in 
rural  communities  or  in  any  other 
deprived  area. 

Referring  to  accusations  that  the  new 
contract  was  a  denial  of  market  forces,  he 
said  there  was  not  much  free  trade  going 
on  before,  with  indiscriminate  state 
subsidies  to  anyone  wishing  to  be  a  NHS 
contractor.  "Subsidising  chain  stores  such 
as  Underwoods  and  Boots  is  not  my 
understanding  of  free  trade,"  he  said.  "It  is 
absurd  that  large  chain  stores  such  as 
Underwoods,  with  a  huge  turnover  on 
other  goods  such  as  gifts  and  toiletries, 
should  qualify  as  small  pharmacies  and 
obtain  a  basic  practice  allowance." 

The  Bill  now  passes  to  committee  stage. 


. . .  without  any 
amendments  yet 

No  amendments  had  been  tabled 
on  clause  2  —  the  contract  clause 
of  the  NHS  (Amendment)  Bill  as 
C&D  went  to  press,  although 
Opposition  peer  and  former  health 
minister  Lord  Ennals  has  tabled  a 
number  of  proposed  alterations  to 
clause  3. 

Lord  Ennals  has  tabled  10  amendments 
to  clause  3,  which  attempts  to  legalise  the 
Government's  right  to  clawback  past 
overpayments  from  NHS  contractors. 

Some  of  his  proposals  are  similar  to 
those  rejected  at  the  Commons  Committee 
stage.  One  amendment  proposes  monies 
should  be  paid  or  clawed  back  only  from 
the  remuneration  of  those  who  provided 
the  service  and  no  other.  This  will  allow 
more  selective  recovery  of  overpayments, 
eg  extra  profit  from  parallel  imports. 

Another  amendment  says  clawback 
should  not  be  levied  on  a  business  for  a 
period  prior  to  that  in  which  it  started  to 
trade.  Lord  Ennals  has  also  laid  a 
Commons  amendment  sought  by  PSNC 
which  defines  "different  information" 
which  might  be  used  to  determine  the  level 
of  any  clawback.  It  would  prohibit  a 
different  system  of  calculation  being  used 
from  that  used  in  determining  the  original 
level  of  payment. 


Labour  reminded 
about  pharmacy 

National  Pharmaceutical 
Association  director,  Tim  Astill  is 
concerned  that  the  contribution  of 
community  pharmacists  to 
healthcare  and  health  education 
may  be  "overlooked"  by  a  future 
Labour  Government. 

In  the  Party's  recent  policy  statement 
"Health  for  all",  there  is  no  reference  to 
pharmacists'  potential  role  within  the  NHS. 
Mr  Astill  has  written  to  the  Labour  party 
saying  that  while  he  agrees 
"wholeheartedly  with  the  intent  and 
philosophy"  of  the  statement,  he  is'very 
disappointed  by  this  omission.  "The 
profession  is  both  able  and  willing  to  play 
its  part  in  improving  the  service  provided 
by  the  NHS  to  the  whole  community,  not 
just  those  members  who-are  ill,"  writes  Mr 
Astill.  And  says  that  this  was  the 
recommendation  of  both  the  independent 
Nuffield  inquiry  into  pharmacy,  and  this 
Government's  own  healthcare  paper. 


204 


Chemist  &  Druggist  9  August  1986 


CCB  goes  for 
higher  profile 
and  research 

The  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee  is  planning 
to  change  the  name  of  the  Central 
Checking  Bureau. 

As  a  reflection  of  its  increasing  role  in 
providing  prescription  statistics  the  CCB 
is  to  be  known  as  the  National  Prescription 
Research  Centre.  The  move  was 
apparently  suggested  by  PSNC's  PR 
advisers. 

"Contractors  will  understand  there  is 
no  difference  in  the  function  carried  out, 
but  the  name  will  be  more  meaningful  for 
those  outside  the  profession,"  a  PSNC 
spokesman  said.  "We  are  also  genuinely 
doing  more  research,  and  research  that  is 

Script  profit 
margin  concern 

Two  pharmacists  involved  in  the 
discount  inquiry  have  written  to 
their  MP  expressing  concern  that 
the  Government  intends  to  reduce 
pharmacy  numbers  by  squeezing 
the  profit  margin. 

In  their  letter  to  Tory  MP  Robert  Key 
and  Small  Firms  Minister  David  Trippier, 
Mr  M.G.  Williams  and  Mrs  I.K.  Williams 
of  CD  Chemists  in  Salisbury  say  they  are 
disturbed  to  find  that  Government  policy 
is  leading  to  a  "very  unsatisfactory  state  of 
affairs"  in  the  pharmaceutical  service. 

They  continue:  "Our  figures,  in 

Scots'  pilot 
scheme  missing? 


statistically  accurate". 

It  is  understood  that  contractual  work 
may  be  taken  on,  provided  PSNC  is 
prepared  to  sanction  it.  However,  the 
prime  function  of  the  centre  will  be  to  look 
after  contractors'  interests. 


common  with  many  of  our  colleagues, 
show  that  while  we  obtain  an  average 
discount  of  between  7. 1  and  7.25  per  cent, 
the  Ministry  deduct  from  our  remuneration 
between  7.75  and  7.86  per  cent.  The 
erosion  of  profit  margin  can  only  lead  to  a 
reduction  in  pharmaceutical  services  to 
the  public  by  the  closure  of  many 
pharmacies." 

Mr  &  Mrs  Williams  suggest  the  only 
alternative  for  pharmacies  in  such  a 
position  is  to  use  imported  products, 
"leading  to  a  reduction  in  demand  for  UK- 
produced  drugs  with  a  consequent  loss  of 
jobs  in  research  and  manufacturing 
industries". 

The  two  suggest  pharmacists  in  a 
similar  position  also  write  to  their  MPs  as  a 
matter  of  urgency. 


are  going  to  go  away  and  talk  to  the 
pharmacists  and  come  back  to  the  SHHD 
with  some  firm  proposals,"  the 
spokeswoman  said. 

But  Dr  Colin  Virden,  secretary  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  General  Council 
(Scotland)  told  C&D:  "I  know  nothing 
about  it." 

Scottish  GPs  see  the  proposal  as  a  way 
to  make  savings  in  the  NHS  drug  bill,  but 
any  pilot  scheme  is  thought  unlikely  before 
the  full  computerisation  of  prescription 
pricing  in  Scotland,  scheduled  for  next 
year.  Earlier  this  year  Scottish  Ministers 
dismissed  the  GP  leaders'  suggestion  of  a 
pilot  scheme  in  one  area. 

Signs  &  Labels  Ltd  have  produced  a  new 
wall  chart  called  "Know  your  safety  signs". 
It  measures  600mm  by  400mm  and  costs 
£5.50  (trade).  Signs  &  Labels  Ltd,  Kenyon 
House,  Latham  Close,  Stockport. 


Health  care 
for  hospitals 

The  "Health  care  in  the  High  Street" 
campaign  is  expanding  to  include 
around  800  hospital  pharmacies 
which  will  receive  leaflets  and 
leaflet  dispensers  later  this  month. 

This  is  the  last  mailing  to  be  the 
responsibility  of  the  Family  Planning 
Information  Service  who  initiated  the 
scheme.  Last  week  Miss  Saskia  Zeelenberg 
at  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  officially 
took  over  from  the  FPIS. 

The  effectiveness  of  the  Department  of 
Health's  drug  abuse  leaflet  is  to  be 
evaluated  by  a  team  from  Aston  University 
with  around  100  pharmacies  taking  part.  A 
further  mailing  of  this  leaflet  will  take 
place  in  September  to  pharmacies  in 
England  and  Wales,  with  those  in 
Northern  Ireland  receiving  "A  man's 
guide  to  birth  control",  and 
"Understanding  your  medicines"  going  to 
Scotland. 


Eccles  cake? 

Did  you  see  the  advertisement  in 
the  Pharmaceutical  Journal  last 
week  from  Norman  E.  Smith  (M/ C) 
Ltd  of  Church  Street.  Eccles? 

It  read:  "Arrangements  have  been 
made  with  Olga  Hairdressers  of  3  Barton 
Lane,  Eccles,  that  in  the  event  of  any 
change  in  status  quo  of  the  present 
pharmacy  services  in  the  area  prior  to  the 
enactment  of  the  new  contract,  that 
Norman  E.  Smith  Ltd,  will  transfer  their 
existing  pharmacy  to  3  Barton  Lane". 

C&D  was  told  it  could  draw  its  own 
conclusions  from  the  advertisement.  Mr 
Smith,  who  is,  we  understand,  resident  in 
Israel,  is  acting  to  protect  his  business. 

Leapfroggers,  be  warned... 


Medical  Press  reports  that  the 
Government  will  be  pursuing  a 
generic  substitution  pilot  scheme  in 
Scotland  next  yedr  got  a  cool 
reception  from  pharmacist 
representatives  and  the  Scottish 
Home  and  Health  Department  this 
week. 

A  spokeswoman  for  the  SHHD  told 
C&D  that  discussions  were  at  a  "very,  very 
early  stage."  Preliminary  talks  between 
Scottish  Office  officials,  the  Scottish 
General  Medical  Services  Committee  and 
the  Royal  College  of  General  Practitioners 
of  Scotland  were  held  at  the  end  of  last 
month.  "The  doctors  have  said  that  they 
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NPA  aims  to 
prove  waste  of 
over-prescribing 

The  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association  is  to  look  into  methods 
of  showing  the  drug  wastage 
produced  by  over-prescribing.  In  its 
July  Board  report  it  is  suggested  that 
a  national  DUMP  campaign  could 
be  one  way  of  obtaining  the 
necessary  statistics. 

The  discussion  by  Board  members  was 
prompted  by  a  letter  from  a  branch 
secretary  expressing  concern  at  the  recent 
sharp  increase  in  the  numbers  of 
prescriptions  for  84  or  100  days  supply. 
Although  the  Board  recognised  that  this  is 
a  matter  for  the  Pharmaceutical  Services 
Negotiating  Committee,  they  examined 
the  various  aspects  of  such  prescribing. 
However  the  Board  noted  the  complexities 
of  organising  such  a  campaign  at  national 
level,  and  the  various  local  departments 
that  needed  to  be  involved,  which  could 
take  from  a  year  to  eighteen  months. 
Re-Solv.  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Solvent  and  Volatile  Substance  Abuse  (of 
which  the  NPA  is  a  founder  member)  has 
published  its  first  newsletter.  It  includes  a 
list  of  the  current  publications  available 
from  Re-Solv  as  well  as  information 
including  a  study  of  what  is  required  to 
fight  solvent  abuse  in  schools,  seminars 
conducted  by  the  National  Children's 
Bureau,  and  the  Health  Education 
Council's  leaflet  "What  to  do  about  glue 
sniffing".  All  members  of  Re-Solv  are 
being  asked  for  comments  on  the  HEC 
leaflet  prior  to  its  revision. 
Training  —  Dispensing  Technicians 
Course  Mrs  Ailsa  Benson,  NPA  training 
officer,  reported  that  the  first  of  the  1986 
Dispensing  Technicians  Summer  Schools 
had  been  successful.  Comments  from 
trainees  showed  they  felt  more  confident 
and  would  now  be  of  greater  assistance  to 
their  pharmacist  employers.  Of  the  48 
attending,  25  students  rated  the  course  as 
"excellent"  and  23  as  "good". 

New  information  gained  from  the 
lectures  was  assessed  as  "about  right"  in 
most  cases  while  the  evening  lectures  were 
considered  to  have  supplied  a  "great  deal" 
of  new  information  by  42  of  the  48 
students.  The  overall  assessment  of  the 
practicals  also  showed  that  the  tutors  had 
gauged  the  level  of  the  students' 
knowledge  very  satisfactorily.  The  pace  of 
the  sessions  and  the  level  of  the  practicals 
were  again  assessed  by  the  students  as 
being  mainly  "about  right". 
New  branch  secretaries  Mike  King, 


pharmacist  administrator,  gave  an  oral 
report  on  each  of  the  applicants  for  branch 
secretaries,  before  the  board  approved  the 
appointments  of  Mr  J.  Vooght  for  the 
Aylesbury  branch;  Mr  T.  Malinowski,  of 
Tadworth,  for  the  Reigate,  Redhill  and 
district  branch;  Mr  G.W.S.  Davie,  of 
Bromley,  as  secretary  for  the  West  Kent 
branch;  Mr  S.S.  Sangha,  of  Southampton 
for  the  Southampton  branch;  and  Mr  A.J. 
Beaufoy,  of  Southsea,  for  the  Portsmouth 
and  District  branch. 

British  Standards  Institution  The  BSI  has 

written  to  the  NPA  with  a  request  for 
modest  financial  assistance  to  offer 
hospitality  to  the  delegates  of  the 
International  Committee  on  Rubber  and 
Rubber  Products,  at  their  35th  meeting  in 
Edinburgh,  September  1987.  The  Doard 
has  agreed  to  the  request  as  the  NPA  is 
represented  on  the  BSIs  hot  water  bottles 
committee. 

Telesnaps  Business  services  manager,  Mr 
John  Goulding,  reported  on  the  successful 
outcome  of  his  negotiations  with  Telesnaps 
Ltd,  who  were  offering  a  nationwide 
service  converting  customers'  snapshot 
negatives  into  video  cassettes.  Members 
will  enjoy  a  25  per  cent  discount  on  retail 
prices  rising  to  27  Vz  per  cent  when  annual 
throughput  exceeded  300  units. 
Travellers'  Health  The  new  Oxford 
University  Press  paperback,  "Travellers' 
Health"  was  given  a  warm  reception  by  the 
Board  who  asked  the  office  to  arrange  a 
special  offer  for  members  before  the 
holiday  season  ended.  It  was  the  most 
comprehensive  work  on  the  subject  they 
had  seen,  and  would  be  invaluable  to 
members  in  answering  queries. 
Stoma  "bag  stutter"  The  Board  was 
pleased  to  hear  that  the  Ileostomy 
Association  had  agreed  that  its 
information  leaflet  for  stoma  patients 
would  carry  the  words,  "Consult  your 
pharmacist  if  you  need  further  advice" 
instead  of  "Your  nearest  stoma  care  nurse 
is. ... "  which  appeared  on  the  standard 
leaflet.  Arrangements  would  be  made  to 
distribute  free  copies  to  all  members  next 
month  for  use  as  bag  stuffers. 
Green  cross  signs  There  has  been  a  good 
response  from  members  with  NPA 
"Chemist/Pharmacy"  signs  wishing  to  take 
advantage  of  the  offer  of  low  cost 
replacement  panels  featuring  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society's  green  cross 
logo. 

Farm  Medicines  Register  The  final  text  of 
the  Farm  Medicines  Register 
/recommended  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  has  been 
agreed  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
and  it  is  expected  that  copies  will  be 
available  shortly  for  local  distribution  by 
members  with  rural  or  ag  and  vet 
practices. 


President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain,  Dr  Geoff  Booth  (second  right) 
and  vice-president,  Bernard  Silverman 
(second  left)  are  met  at  the  start  of  their 
recent  visit  to  Unichem's  Chessington 
headquarters  by  chairman  David  Mair  (left) 
and  chief  executive  Peter  Dodd.  After 
discussions  on  matters  of  interest  concerning 
the  pharmaceutical  industry,  the  guests 
were  given  a  guided  tour  of  the  branch 
operation 


API  offer  legal 
advice 

The  Association  of  Pharmaceutical 
Importers  has  told  pharmacists 
trading  with  its  members  that  as 
part  of  its  developing  professional 
service  it  can  now  provide  legal 
advice. 

Brian  Lewis,  API  chairman,  says:  "We 
have  received  many  inquiries  following 
recent  publicity  which  has  suggested  that 
dealing  in  certain  parallel  imported 
proprietary  medicines  may  constitute  an 
infringement  of  trademark." 

Mr  Lewis  says  as  soon  as  a  pharmacist 
receives  any  correspondence  or  other 
threat  of  legal  proceedings  for 
infringement  of  trademark  in  relation  to 
goods  purchased  from  API  members,  they 
should  contact  the  API  office. 

The  API  sought  advice  after  questions 
were  asked  about  the  "substitution"  of 
parallel  import  Eusaprim  on  prescriptions 
for  Septrin.  The  API  maintain  this  is 
legitimate.  "An  import  is  identical  to  the 
UK  product  as  confirmed  by  the  Pl(PI)," 
says  Mr  Lewis. 

Error  in  drug 
interactions 

A  printing  error  has  been  discovered  on 
the  1986  Drug  Interaction  Alert  pocket 
folder  (the  wall  chart  is  not  affected) 
involving  14  blue  symbols  in  the  triangle 
banded  by  digitalis  and  phenothiazines. 
All  the  other  symbols  are  correct.  A 
corrected  version  is  now  available  from 
Field  Services,  Boehringer  Ingelheim  Ltd, 
Ellesfield  Avenue,  Bracknell,  Berks. 
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■■TOPICAL  REFLECTIONS  M 

By  Xrayser 


Media  covers 
'hospital  crisis' 

The  "hospital  crisis"  Press  release 
from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
(C&D  July  26.  pl45)  has  reaped 
rewards  in  media  interest  over  the 
past  week. 

As  C&D  went  to  press,  former  Society 
president  and  Guild  of  Hospital 
Pharmacists  Council  member  Colin 
Hitchings  was  appearing  on  Thames 
News,  with  a  focus  on  the  situation  in 
Carshalton.  And  in  the  past  week  Guild 
Council  member  John  Gilby  has  been 
interviewed  by  both  local  television  and 
the  local  Press  in  Nottingham,  and  V  Iain 
Fenton-May  has  appeared  on  local  radio 
in  Wales.  The  situation  was  also  featured 
in  most  of  the  medical  Press  this  week. 

At  its  meeting  last  week,  Guild 
Council  assessed  the  situation,  following 
the  96  per  cent  ballot  against  the 
managements  side's  "final  offer",  and  the 
cancellation  of  the  joint  meeting 
scheduled  for  July  30  {C&D last  week). 
With  the  out-of-hours  ballot  result  and  the 
pay  claim  now  on  the  table,  the  Guild  view 
is  that  it  is  up  to  the  management  side  to 
make  the  next  move. 

A  joint  meeting  has  been  provisionally 
set  for  August  15. 

Beecham  resist 
Ribena  charge 

Beechams  will  "strenuously 
oppose"  any  legal  action  taken 
against  them  by  parents  who  claim 
the  blackcurrent  drink  Ribena  has 
caused  their  children's  teeth  to  rot. 

Two  stories  in  successive  issues  of  The 
Mail  on  Sunday  have  carried  reports 
under  headlines  of  "Ribena  rotted  my 
boy's  teeth",  and  "More  sue  over  Baby 
Ribena".  A  solicitor  claims  that  at  least  50 
families  around  the  country  have  been 
affected  by  the  product. 

But  a  spokesman  for  the  company  says 
they  have  only  heard  from  the  legal 
representative  of  one  family,  and  that  was 
in  March  of  this  year.  The  child's  teeth 
were  examined  by  an  independent  expert 
who  said  the  decay  was  initiated  partially 
by  the  child  being  given  the  drink  in  a 
bottle  as  a  comforter.  This  use  is  not 
recommended  by  the  company.  There  was 
also  evidence  to  suggest  that  the  boy  had 
been  given  other  sweet  food  from  a  very 
early  age,  the  spokesman  says.  "If  the 
drink  is  administered  as  clearly  directed 
on  the  bottle  there  is  no  danger." 


OPD  -  how 
many  days? 

I  have  had  several  letters  discussing  my 
dilemma  over  how  many  tablets  to  give 
when  we  are  presented  with  a  script 
calling  for,  say  30  tablets,  when  the 
original  pack  contains  only  28. 

One  crafty  pharmacist  —  who  sent  a 
letter  without  name  or  address  —  suggests 
we  have  to  give  exactly  what  is  ordered  on 
the  prescription.  He  cites  as  an  example 
the  script  which  calls  for  "Nephril,  mitte 
40,  one  daily",  coupled  with  "Zyloric 
300mg,  mitte  40,  one  daily",  as  an  example 
where  to  give  an  original  pack  would 
cause  trouble.  I  must  say  I  have  never  had 
a  script  for  such  unusual  quantities. 

My  problem  arises  from  the  30-day 
script  with  28-day  packs.  Another  writer 
provided  a  sample  over-sticker  (from 
James  Townsend  &  Sons)  which  could  be 
applied  to  the  original  pack,  and  which 
explained  why  we  were  giving  the  short 
measure.  I  have  had  to  give  some  thought 
to  this.  Personally,  I  think  we  all  ought  to 
give  OPDs  as  recommended,  but  this 
caused  so  much  trouble  that  I  am  going  to 
alter  my  practice. 

Where  a  script  contains  an  order  for 
more  than  one  item,  all  ordered  for  30 
days,  and  which  includes  a  product 
packed  in  28s,  I  am  going  to  break  a  new 
pack  and  dispense  30s  all  round,  and 
claim  for  the  balance.  Otherwise  we  face 
the  absurd  and  somewhat  unprofessional 
situation  of  have  the  patient  run  short 
before  the  next  visit  and,  either  go  without 
treatment  for  a  couple  of  days  every 
month,  or  go  early  for  repeats  and  get  the 
quantities  out  of  balance.  Where  a  single 
drug  is  ordered  I  don't  see  any  real 
problem  in  sticking  to  the  original  — 
although,  as  my  dispenser  pointed  out  to 
me,  if  you  have  a  broken  pack  in  stock  you 
may  as  well  use  it  up  and  get  paid  for  it! 


PSNC  'ammo' 

I  would  like  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Services  Negotiating 
Committee  a  letter  I  have  received  from 
A.M.  Harrison  of  Prittlewell,  Essex,  which 
gives  point  to  what  I  said  about  dispensing 
scripts  from  "out  of  town"  (July  26,  pl47). 

The  writer  was  presented  with  a  wad  of 
forward-dated  scripts  for  Methadone 
tablets,  twelve  a  day,  one  script  a  day. 
After  thorough  scrutiny  he  dispensed 
Friday's,  and  Saturday's  but,  quite  rightly, 
refused  to  give  Sunday's  in  advance  — 
there  were  several  pharmacies  open  on 
rota  in  the  town.  Apparently  the  addicted 


patient  returned  on  Monday,  having  spent 
a  fruitless  Sunday  searching  for  a 
pharmacy  willing  to  dispense  the  script  — 
all  said  they  were  out  of  stock,  none  would 
take  the  risk.  It's  a  bad  business.  I  hope  our 
reader's  generosity  of  spirit  in  drawing 
attention  to  a  specific  example  of  what  we 
all  feared  would  be  the  consequence  of  the 
ill-drafted  legislation,  will  help  PSNC 
obtain  a  rapid  modification. 


Freedom  seeker 

I  have  come  to  respect  Eric  Jensen  as  a 
man  of  warmth  and  compassion,  whose 
overall  judgment  of  a  specific  situation  is 
usually  based  on  a  dispassionate  appraisal 
of  the  realities,  and  is  therefore  to  be 
trusted.  So  I  find  it  quite  astonishing  to 
read  in  his  last  letter  to  the  C&D  that  he 
considers  we  should  oppose  the  new 
contract  because  it  would  limit  the 
opportunities  of  the  young  and  the 
efficient.  He  goes  on  to  outline  an  ideal 
state  of  affairs  which,  he  believes,  would 
be  the  proper  fulfilment  of  our  aspirations 
as  pharmacists.  Only  one  factor  is  missing 
—  the  reality  of  present  day  ownership. 

The  top  1,000  are  owned  and  operated 
by  Boots.  The  next  6,000  are  owned  by 
companies  ranging  from  those  with  stock 
market  ratings  to  the  modest  five  to  ten 
branch  businesses.  The  last  3,000  may  be 
said  to  be  owned  by  individual 
pharmacists  who  could,  conceivably,  slot 
into  the  sort  of  surgery-adjacent  situation. 
But  Eric  Jensen,  of  all  men,  must  know  in 
his  heart  that  the  reason  the  companies  are 
investing  in  pharmacy  is  for  profit. 

I  am  not  saying  the  hired  pharmacist- 
employees  think  in  exactly  the  same  way, 
since  many  are  dedicated  to  the  welfare  of 
their  patients/customers.  However,  the 
likelihood  of  individual  pharmacists 
having  their  own  establishment  is  reduced 
by  two  thirds,  because  of  the  present 
ownership  by  heavy  capital  groupings. 
Leapfrogging  now  appears  to  be  the 
province  of  organised  capital  rather  than 
the  individual  pharmacist.  While  I  can 
appreciate  Mr  Jensen's  logic,  I  do  not  think 
he  addresses  the  reality  of  our  situation 
when  he  says  we  should  reject  the  chance 
of  limiting  new  openings.  In  pointing  to  his 
dream  of  the  perfect  state,  he  loses  sight  of 
the  bloody-mmdedness  of  the  commercial 
world  we  operate  in. 

After  my  experience  of  hospital  days,  I 
believe  it  is  the  nice  blend  of  commercial 
and  professional  interests  which  give  the 
community  pharmacist  his  unique  cachet 
of  respect  and  accessibility  and  which 
make  him  so  valuable  to  the  community. 
Swallowing  him  up  in  a  GP's  dispensary 
will  do  nothing  for  professional  identity. 
We  have  far  more  to  offer  the  public! 
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Solusal  new  pack 

Hydron  have  re-packaged  Solusal  solution 
in  a  new  "value-for-money"  canister. 

The  new  design  features  a  proprietary 
two-way  valve  which  gets  every  last  drop 
of  saline  solution  out  of  the  canister,  say 
Hydron.  And  a  reduction  in  pressure 
means  the  jet  can  be  more  precisely 
controlled,  reducing  wastage.  Hydron 
Europe  (UK Division) ,  Southern  Trade 
Centre,  Admiralty  Way,  Camberley, 
Surrey  GU153DT. 


New  brace 

Solport  are  now  marketing  a  new  version 
of  their  Futuro  No  33  adjustable  splint  wrist 
brace.  The  brace  has,  say  Solport,  an 
improved  pattern  of  tri-tension  elastic 
webbing,  and  incorporates  a  longer, 
slimmer  and  more  versatile  aluminium 
splint. 

The  indications  are  strains,  carpel 
tunnel  syndrome  and  "drop  hand" 
syndrome.  Solport  Ltd,  Portia  House, 
Goring  Street,  Goring-by-Sea,  Worthing, 
West  Sussex  BN12  SAD. 


Rendells  change 

The  distribution  of  Rendells  pessaries  and 
Genexol  has  been  taken  over  by  E.C.  De 
Witt  International.  The  half  size  pack 
containing  six  pessaries  has  been 
withdrawn  from  sale  and  the  standard 
pack  of  12  is  the  only  size  produced.  The 
pack  has  also  been  entirely  redesigned. 
E.  C.  De  Witt  International,  Seymour 
Road,  London  E10  7LX. 

New  50-tablet  Securitainer  packs  of 
Cytacon  tablets  (£2.03),  which  replace  the 
25  and  250-tablet  packs,  are  now  being 
distributed.  Stocks  of  the  old  packs  are 
now  exhausted.  Duncan,  Flockhart  &  Co 
Ltd,  700  Oldfield Lane  North,  Greenlord, 
Middx. 


Primrose  oil 

The  latest  introduction  to  the  Ladycare 
range  is  high  strength  oil  of  evening 
primrose  extra  (30  capsules,  £5.25). 

The  gamma  linolenic  acid  content  has 
been  boosted  by  the  addition  of  oil  of 
borage,  rich  in  GLA.  Containing  72mg 
GLA,  each  capsule  is  equivalent  to  three 
250mg  capsules  of  standard  oil  of  evening 
primrose,  so  the  dose  is  only  one  daily. 
Booker  Health  Products,  Healthways 
House,  45  Station  Approach,  West 
Byfleet,  Surrey. 


Mineral  range 

Blackmores  have  introduced  Celloid 
Mineral  formulas  food  supplements. 

The  range  comprises  Sulphur, 
calcium,  potassium,  chloride, 
phosphorus,  magnesium,  sodium  and 
silica  compounds,  and  all  are  priced  at 
£2.40  for  84  tablets,  or  six-weeks  supply. 
Blackmores  Laboratories  Ltd,  Unit  7, 
Poyle  Tech  Centre,  Willow  Road,  Poyle, 
Colnbrook,  Bucks. 


prescriptionC^^^specialities 


Lagop  add  three 

Lagap  have  added  azathiprine,  metformin 
and  temazepam  to  their  range. 

Azathioprine  50mg  tablets  (100  £28.50) 
are  yellow,  biconvex  tablets,  scored  and 
marked  "AZT  50". 

Metformin  tablets  —  Orabet  tablets  — 
are  available  in  two  strengths  500mg  (500 
£11.95)  and  850mg  (300  £11.95).  Both  are 
white,  film-coated,  biconvex  plain  tablets. 

The  temaxepam  capsules  are  available 
in  two  strengths  —  lOmg  (500  £13.50, 
1,000  £27)  and  20mg  (250  £11.25,  500 
£22.50).  The  lOmg  tablets  are  cream,  oval, 
soft  gelatin  capsules  marked  "Lagap"  and 
"10",  the  20mg  capsules  are  cream,  oval, 
soft  gelatin  capsules,  marked  "Lagap"  and 
"20".  Lagap  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd, 
Woolmer  Way,  Bordon,  Hants. 


Scoop  

The  scoop  size  on  new  packs  of  Pregestimil 
has  changed.  The  new  scoop  is  half  the 
size  of  the  old  one,  and  the  mixing 
instructions  are  one  scoop  to  30ml  instead 
of  one  to  60ml.  The  overcap  on  the  tin 


Rehidrat  orange 

Searle  are  introducing  an  orange- 
flavoured  version  of  Rehidrat  in  packs  of 
24  sachets  (£5.85  trade).  G.D.Searle  &  Co 
Ltd,  PO  Box  53,  Lane  End  Road,  High 
Wycombe,  Bucks  HP124HL. 

BRIEFS 

Amoxycillin  syrup  will  shortly  be  available 
from  CP  Pharmaceuticals.  The  125mg  in 
5ml  syrup  (100ml  £1.86)  and  250mg  in  5ml 
syrup  are  orange  and  blackcurrant- 
flavoured.  CP  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Red 
Willow  Road,  Wrexham  Industrial  Estate, 
Wrexham,       Clwyd      LL13  9PX. 

Transiderm-Nitro  10  packaging  is 
changing  slightly  to  be  consistent  with  the 
packaging  of  Transiderm-Nitro  5.  The 
patches  will  now  be  supplied  in  individual 
aluminium  pouches  which  are  easier  and 
more  convenient  for  patients.  An 
explanatory  leaflet  will  reassure  patients 
their  treatment  is  not  changing.  Ciba- 
G eigy  Ph  arm  aceu  deals,  Wimbleh  urst 
Road,  Horsham,  West  Sussex  RH12  4 AB. 


All  Wellcome/Nordisk-Wellcome 
insulins  are  now  available  only  in  lOOu/ml 
forms.  772e  Wellsome  Foundation  Ltd, 
Crewe  Hall,  Crewe,  Cheshire. 

The  Volumatic  device  for  use  with 
Becotide,  Becloforte,  Ventide  and  Ventolin 
inhalers,  will  be  added  to  Part  3  of  the 
Drug  Tariff  in  Scotland  from  September  1. 
Allen  &  Hanburys  Ltd,  Horsenden  House, 
Oldfield  Lane  North,  Greenlord,  Middx 
UB60HB. 

Theo-dur  300mg  and  200mg  sustained- 
release  theophylline  tablets  will  be 
marketed  by  the  original  licence  holder, 
Astra,  from  September.  Pack  sizes  and 
prices  are  unchanged.  Astra 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd,  Home  Park  Estate, 
Kings  Langley,  Herts  WD4  8DH. 

Chlordiazepoxide  5mg  and  lOmg 
capsules  are  now  available  from  Cox 
Pharmaceuticals.  Chlordiazepoxide  5mg 
(500  £7.05)  are  green  and  orange,  while 
the  lOmg  capsules  (500  £8.80,  both  prices 
trade)  are  green  and  brown.  The  capsules 
are  unmarked.  A  special  introductory 
offer  is  available,  either  direct  or  through 
local  representatives.  Cox 
Pharmaceuticals,  Whiddon  Valley, 
Barnstaple,  Devon  EX32  8NS. 
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Head  to  toe  new 
products  

Combe  International  are  to  test  launch  two 
new  ranges  —  Just  lor  Men  hair  colouring 
and  Odor  Eaters  loot  care. 

Just  for  Men  is  a  shampoo-in  colouring 
in  three  shades  (£3.99)  designed  to  cover 
grey  quickly  and  simply.  A  television 
commercial  in  the  test  region  Granada  will 
show  the  colourant  working  while  the  user 
shaves  or  brushes  his  teeth.  Combe  say  the 
product  conditions  the  hair,  doesn't  stain 
the  skin  and  lasts  for  around  six  weeks. 

During  the  launch  period  — 
September  to  October  —  there  will  be  a 
7V2  per  cent  trade  discount  and  POS 
material  will  be  available. 

The  Odor  Eaters  foot  care  range 
comprises  foot  bath  (lOOg,  £1.89),  foot 
powder  (lOOg  £1 .99)  and  mint  cooler  foot 
gel  (lOOg  £2.29).  It  will  be  test  marketed  in 
the  Midlands  area  and  advertised  in  the 
Radio  Times,  TV  Times,  You  and  local 
Press.  During  September  and  October 
there  will  be  a  10  per  cent  trade  discount 
and  a  14  for  12  offer  from  direct  calls.  POS 
material  includes  a  shelf  organiser. 
Combe  International  Ltd,  AMP  House, 
Dingwall  Road,  Croydon,  Surre  y  CR9 
,2AU. 


September 
specials 


The  next  Numark  promotion  will  run  in 
store  during  September  with  the  following 
products  on  promotion: 

Cosifits;  Dr  Whites;  Empathy  shampoo  and 
conditioner;  Flex  body  building  shampoo  and 
conditioner;  Lil-lets;  Nusoft  all-in-ones  disposable 
nappies;  Numark  shampoo  and  conditioner; 
Palmohve  soap;  Profile  razors  and  blades;  Silvikrin 
lhairspray;  Steradent  tablets, Deep  Clean  and  powder; 
iWella  Shockwaves  gels  and  Hardrock  hairspray;  Blue 
II  disposable  razors;  Bodyform;  Complete  Care  lotion 
and  cream;  Elastoplast  pre-cut  plasters  and  dressing 
strip;  Imperial  Leather  talcum  powder;  Maws  Simpla 
tablets;  Nusoft  baby  bath,  powder,  shampoo  and  slim 
towels;  Palmohve  foam  bath  and  shower  foam;  Poly 
foam  perms;  Quosh  real  fruit  squash;  Radox  bath 
alts;  SR  toothpaste;  Tender  Touch  cotton  wool; 
Vaseline  petroleum  jelly;  Beechams  hot  lemon; 
-atarrh-ex;  Cream  E45;  Day  Nurse  liquid  and 


capsules;  Discover  2;  Famel  and  Famel  pastilles; 
Feminax;  Inlerdens  gum  massage  sticks;  Medi]el  gel; 
Metatone  tonic;  Night  Nurse  liquid  and  capsules; 
Nucross  paracetamol;  Owbndges  cough  syrup; 
Panadol  tablets;  Panadol  junior  and  Strepsils. 

Independent  Chemists  Marketing  Ltd,  51 
Boreham  Road,  Warminster,  Wilts  BA12 
9JU. 


Sweet  smelling 
shavers 

Philips  are  offering  a  free  25ml  atomiser  of 
Fidji  eau  de  toilette  with  purchases  of  the 
HP2631  Ladyshave.  The  promotion  will 
run  from  mid- August  while  stocks  last,  and 
an  A4  POS  showcard  will  be  available. 
Philips  Home  Appliances,  City  House, 
420  London  Road,  Croydon  CR93QR. 


Eyes  right 

Jica  Beauty  Products  have  introduced 
Academie  eye  cream  (£6.50)  and  Talika 
eyelash  grower  (£4.75).  They  have  taken 
over  distribution  of  the  Talika  range  from 
Knightsbridge  Importers.  Jica  Beauty 
Products  Ltd,  Island  Farm  Avenue, 
Molesey  Farm  Trading  Estate,  East 
Molesey,  Surrey. 


Just  Beautiful 

Estee  Lauder  have  added  body  lotion  to 
the  Beautiful  fragrance  line,  along  with  a 
30ml  eau  de  parfum  spray  (£30). 

The  body  lotion  (150ml,  £22)  comes  in 


a  pink  frosted  glass  pump  dispensing 
bottle,  shaped  like  the  perfume  flacon. 
Estee  Lauder  Cosmetics  Ltd,  71 
Grosvenor  Street,  London  W1X  0BH. 

Dendron  Ltd  have  taken  over  distribution 
of  Skin  Fitness  products.  Dendron  Ltd,  94 
Rickmansworth  Road,  Watford,  Herts 
WD1  7JJ. 


ON  TV 
NEXT  WEEK 


I  Lady  Grecian  2000: 
Listerine: 


GTV  Grampian 

U  Ulster 

STV  Scotland 

B  Border 

G  Granada 

(central) 

C  Central 

A  Anglja 

Y  Yorkshire 

CTV  Channel  Islands 

TSW  South  West 

HTV  Wales  &  West 

LWT  London  Weekend 

TTV  Thames  Televis 

on  TVS  South 

C4  Channel  4 

Bl  TV-am 

TTTyneTees 

Amplex:  C,TVS,LWT,TTV,C4 
Anadin:  GTV,U,STV,B,G,A,HTV 
CTV,TSW,TVS,LWT,TTV,TT,C4 


Andrews: 
Arret: 
Autan: 
Body  Check  for  men: 


G,Y,HTV 
G,C,TTV 
B,Y,A,TVS,LWT,TTV 
GTV,B,G,Y 


Body  Mist:  GTV,U,STV,B,A,TSW,TTV,C4 

Dentu-creme  and  Dentu-hold:  All  areas 

Farley's  Breakfast  Timers:  Bt 

Germolene  2:  All  areas 

Grecian  2000:  C,TSW,TVS 

Immac  Dancer:  STV 

Jordan  toothbrushes:  All  areas 


C,TSW,TVS,TTV 
All  areas 

Malibu:  All  areas 

Murine:  C4(LWT) 
Odor  Eaters:  STV,G,C,A,TVS,TTV,TT 
Odor  Eaters  Trainer  Tamers: 

GTV,STV,G,C,A,HTV,TVS,TTV 
Optrex:  All  areas 

Oxy  range:  All  areas 

Peaudouce  Babyslips  Bt 
Robinson's  high  juice  squash: 

GTV,U,B,G,HTV,TSW,TTV 
Setlers:  All  areas 

Seven  Seas:  GTV,STV,Y,HTV,LWT,TTV,TT 
Signal:  All  areas 

Simplicity:  All  areas, C4 

Silkience:  All  areas 

Super  Poly  grip:  All  areas 

Sweetex:  GTV,STV,G,Y,C,HTV,TVS,LWT,TTV 
Ulcry:  U,STV,G,Y,C,HTV,CTV, 
TSW,TVS,LVvT,TTV,TT,C4,TT 
Veganin:  G,Y 
Vidal  Sassoon:  All  areas 

Vosene:  U,B,G,TSW,TT,C4 
Vosene  Frequent  Wash:  All  areas,  C4 


Ethyl  Alcohol 


(S.V.R.) 

Fermentation  and  synthetic  qualities  both  available  to  British  and  all  well  known  International  Specifications  and  Pharmacopeias. 


James  Burrough  (EA.D.)  Ltd. 


356  Kennington  Road,  London  SE11 4LD  Tel:  01-582 0232 


Chemist  &  Druggist  9  August  1986 


209 


COUNTERPOINTSI 


Labello's  new 
rose  and  mint 


Smith  and  Nephew  are  to  launch  two  new 
variants  of  their  Labello  lipsalve,  with  new 
point-of-sale  material  and  trade  support. 

Labello  rose,  with  a  soft  pink  tint,  is 
particularly  suitable  for  younger  women, 
says  the  company,  while  Labello  mint  is 
flavoured  for  mothers  buying  for  children 
as  well  as  for  women  seeking  extra  variety 
at  no  extra  cost.  In  addition,  Labello 
original  will  benefit  from  an  added 


sunscreen  in  order  to  stimulate  Summer 
sales,  making  it  an  all  the  year  round 
product. 

Each  of  the  three  variants  will  be 
available  in  new  selfastas,  containing  three 
dozen  tubes.  The  company  is  running  a 
competition  for  chemist  assistants 
designed  to  educate  on  product  benefits, 
and  offering  a  first  prize  of  a  weekend  for 
two  at  a  top  class  health  and  beauty  clinic. 
Smith  &  Nephew  Consumer  Products  Ltd, 
Alum  Rock  Road,  SaJtley,  Birmingham . 


Push  for  Aapri 

Aapri  skincare  is  featuring  an  "invitation 
to  try"  promotion  until  the  end  of 
September,  backed  by  a  £650,000 
television  campaign  for  the  facial  scrub. 

Washcream  and  moistunsers  have  20p 
off,  as  will  the  50ml  facial  scrub.  A  new 
75ml  facial  scrub  will  be  introduced  at 
£2.29  (20p  off  normal  price)  and  there  will 
be  trial  sizes  of  all  the  products  (£0.79) 
Gillette  (UK)  Ltd,  Great  West  Road, 
Isle  worth,  Middlesex. 


It's  in  the  bag 

Verbama  have  introduced  the  Beauty  Bag 
in  three  sizes. 

A  transparent  plastic  bag  with  a 
graphic  design  and  edge  trim  in  pink, 
blue  or  red,  it  conta'ns  a  matching 
hairbrush,  comb  and  mirror.  The  largest 
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|  size  will  fit  a  hairdryer,  swimsuit  or 
camera.  Prices  are  £3.95,  £4.95  and  £7.50. 
Dean  Warburg  Marketing,  16Saville 
Row,  London  W1X1AE. 


On  the  nail 


Garland  Cosmetics  have  added  ridge 
filler  (14ml,  £1.65)  and  solvent  false  nail 
remover  (200ml,  £1.25)  to  their  Express 
Nails  range. 

The  ridge  filler  is  produced  without 
testing  on  animals,  say  Garland.  The 
solvent  is  coloured  blue  to  distinguish  it 
from  nail  polish  remover. 

An  advertising  campaign  beginning 
this  month  in  Elle  and  other  women's 
magazines  will  feature  the  ridge  filler  to 
begin  with  and  then  the  whole  range 
together,  with  a  planned  spend  of  at  least 
£180,000.  Garland  Cosmetics  Ltd,  12 
Marion  Square,  Netherton,  Bootle, 
Liverpool L30  5QB. 


Healthy  move 
for  Unichem 

Unichem  are  adding  wholefoods  and 
dietary  supplements  to  their  healthfood 
range.  The  new  range  will  be  available  as 
singles,  or  in  packs  qualifying  for  monthly 
and  annual  profit  share.  The  newly-formed 
Chemist  and  Health  Food  division  of  the 
Booker  Health  Foods  salesforce  will  visit 
members  to  offer  advice  on  setting  up  a 
healthfood  section  and  to  take  transfer 
orders.  Unichem  Ltd,  Unichem  House, 
Cox  Lane,  Chessmgion,  Surrey. 

On  the  buses 

Buses  from  Blackpool  to  Brighton  will 
carry  the  Savlon  message  this  summer. 

The  advertisement,  with  the  copyline 
"Savlon  for  sunburn,  bites,  stings,  cuts 
and  grazes",  will  be  seen  on  220  buses  in 
40  coastal  towns  during  July  and  August. 
Care  Laboratories  Ltd,  Lindow  House, 
Beech  Lane,  Wilmslow,  Cheshire. 


Sweet  offer  

Welch's  of  Whitley  Bay  have  introduced  a 
composite  pack  of  tonic  sweets, 
comprising  one  box  each  of  20  packs  of 
barley  sugar  sweets  and  mint  and  butter 
sweets,  one  box  of  barley  fruit  lollies  and 
—  free  of  charge  —  one  box  of  20  packs  of 
barley  fruit  sweets.  Trade  price  is  £16.56. 
Pharmagen  Ltd,  Church  Road,  Perry 
Barr,  Birmingham  B422LD. 


Panda-ing  to 
conservation 

British  Tissues  have  produced  a  Dixcel 
kitchen  roll  decorated  with  pandas,  to 
coincide  with  their  World  Wildlife  Fund 
conservation  appeal,  and  are  also  offering 
a  commemorative  wall  chart. 

For  every  panda  pack  sold,  British 
Tissues  will  donate  5p  to  the  Dixcel 


mountain  gorilla  project  which  has  a 
target  of  £20,000.  The  pack  carries  an 
endorsement  from  naturalist  Julian  Pettifer 
and  details  of  the  wall  chart,  which  can  be 
obtained  by  sending  in  two  proofs  of 
purchase  and  £0.70.  British  Tissues  Ltd, 
Lowlands  House,  43  Lowlands  Road, 
Harrow,  Middlesex  HA1  3BW. 


Estee  see  Stars 

Estee  Lauder  have  introduced  new 
products  and  shades  to  the  Star  World 
Autumn  collection. 

New  products  include  Lightworks 
colour  balancer,  worn  under  or  over 
make-up  to  lighten  the  skin  tone  (£12.50), 
and  eye  definer,  powdery  colour  held  in 
the  cap  of  a  sponge  applicator  and  used 
for  lashes,  brows  and  lids.  It  comes  in 
silver,  plum,  sapphire  and  teal  (£8). 

New  shades,  inspired  by  the  silver 
screen,  include  cinema  red  lipstick, 
premiere  blue  mascara  and  matinee 
mauve  blusher.  Estee  Lauder  Cosmetics 
Ltd,  71  Grosvenor  Street,  London  W1X 
0BH. 


A  Radox  splash 

Nicholas  Laboratories  are  offering  20  per 
cent  extra  free  packs  of  Radox  herbal  bath 
salts  and  herbal  bath  during  August  and 
September  respectively.  Nicholas 
Laboratories  Ltd,  toiletries  division,  225 
Bath  Road,  Slough  SL1  4AU. 
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Tomorrow 
women  will  be  askings 

for  TODAY 


Because  tomorrow  sees  the  start  of  a 
£'/<_'  million  brand  support  programme. 

♦  National  magazine  advertising  campaign 
4-  Sampling  and  couponing 

♦  Extensive  public  relations  activity 

From  tomorrow,  more  and  more 
women  will  be  choosing  the  Todav 
Contraceptive  Sponge  as  their  method 
ol  birth  control.  The  Sponge  offers  the 
sexual  freedom  and  spontaneity  of  the  Pill  without  any  hormon- 
al side  effects;  it's  the  most  appealing  form  of  non-prescription 
birth  control  available.  Although  not  as  ef  fective  as  the  Pill  or 
II  I),  Today  is  comparable  with  the  sheath  or  diaphragm. 

And  tomorrow  you  c  an  call  the  24-hour 
Todav  TalkLine.  A  family  planning  nurse 
will  be  available  to  assist  you  and  your 
customers  with  advice  and  information. 
Call  01-486-5614. 

Cmt*raceptiv\ 
Sponge 

iwevb£b  WJf 


Prepare  for  tomorrow, 
be  sure  you  stock  TODAY. 


DISTRIBUTED  BY 

JEIMKS 
BROKERAGE 

CASTLE  HOUSE.  71  -  75  DESBOROUGH  ROAD  HIGH  WYCOMBE,  BUCKS  HP11  2HS    TEL:  (0494)  33456    TELEX:  83506 


Lovmi,  the  fastest  growing  brand  in  the  UK,  is 
now  the  number  3  best  seller*  Its  fantastic  value-for- 
money  reputation  has  rocketed  the  brand  to  success  in 
super-quick  time. 

And  now  Lovmi  is  bringing  out  its  new  nappy. 
New  Lovmi.  New  Lovmi  has  baby-shaped  padding  for 
extra  comfort  and  maximum  absorbency;  resealable 


tapes  which  allow  spot-checks  tor  wetness;  two  stran 
of  elastic  that  fit  snugly  around  baby's  legs  to  allow 
greater  freedom  of  movement  and  less  chance  of  lea 
and  a  stay-dry  liner  for  warm,  dry,  all  round  cosiness. 

The  great  new  Lovmi  nappy  is  being  backed 
a  major  T  V.  and  press  campaign  featuring  Bobby 
Bathbun,  a  lovable  cartoon  baby  who  will  leave  Mun 


LOVMM 


LOVMI 


doubt  that  Lovmi  are  now  even  better  and  still  sell 
mazingly  low  price. 
ovmi:  There's  no  contest! 
Place  your  order  now. 

Call  Joanne  at  Countercall,  0992  446969  or 
ct  Lovmi  Consumer  Services,  Rye  Park  Industrial 
,  Rye  Road,  Hoddesdon,  Herts,  EN11  OEL. 


Available  in:  Super  12's  24's  48's  Maxi  10's  20's  40's  packs 

•Independent  Retail  Audit  April  1986 


COUNTERPOINTS 


K-C  throw  in 
premium  towel 

Kimberly-Clark  are  introducing  a 
premium  kitchen  towel  range  and,  in  a 
linked  move,  the  original  range  will  get  a 
new  shade  and  new  packaging. 

The  Country  Collection  features  four 
designs  —  two  border  prints,  ivy  and 
mistletoe,  and  two  all-over  designs,  trellis 
and  cherries. 

The  launch  will  be  supported  by  a 
£0.79  pre-price  promotion,  followed  by  a 
£250,000  national  radio  advertising 
campaign  in  the  Autumn  to  reach  50  per 
cent  of  housewives  at  least  20  times. 

New  packaging  designs  on  the 
standard  range  feature  the  Kleenex  name 
more  prominently  and  emphasise 
strength.  The  new  shade  is  buttermilk. 
During  the  launch  period  there  will  be  a 
£0.69  pre-price  offer.  Kimberly-Clark  Ltd, 
Larkheld,  Maidstone,  Kent. 

Kodak  back 
Colour  Check 

Kodak's  Colour  Check  photoprocessing 
quality  monitoring  service  is  to  be 
supported  by  television  advertising  and  a 
national  competition. 

A  nationwide  television  campaign  will 
run  during  August  and  September,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  every  film  developed  at  a 
Colour  Check  outlet  will  entitle  the 
customer  to  enter  the  "Match  the  Memory" 
competition  offering  £10,000  worth  of 
prizes.  Kodak  Ltd,  PO  Box  66,  Kodak 
House,  Station  Road,  Hemel  Hempstead, 
Herts  HP11JU. 


In  the  frame 

During  July  and  August  Schwarzkopf  will 
be  supporting  Touch  of  Silver  with  an  on- 
pack  promotion  offering  customers  a 
"silver"  photograph  frame  with  two  proofs 
of  purchase  or  one  proof  of  purchase  plus 
£0.75  —  and  customers  can  send  off  a 


colour  negative  of  their  favourite 
photograph  to  have  it  enlarged  and 
mounted.  The  offer  will  be  highlighted 
with  POS.  Schwarzkopf  Ltd,  Penn  Road, 
Californian  Trading  Estate,  Aylesbury, 
Bucks. 

Florida  on 
the  Horizon 

Horizon  Film  Service  are  offering 
consumers  the  chance  to  win  a  fortnight's 
holiday  for  four  in  Florida. 

Entrants  have  to  identify  six  views  of 
Florida,  and  complete  a  tie-breaker. 
Leaflets  available  from  Horizon  outlets  will 
carry  a  £25  Virgin  Holidays  discount 
voucher.  Additional  forms  will  be  inserted 
into  photo  wallets  and  will  carry  bonus 
vouchers  for  Tamron  lenses,  Ricoh 
cameras  and  Horizon  poster  prints,  and 
offers  from  Limmits  and  Natrena. 

Dealer  support  includes  a  window 
sticker,  leaflet  dispenser  and  an  "A"  board 
poster  for  outside.  Closing  date  for  the 
competition  is  September  30  and  new 
dealers  who  sign  up  with  Horizon  before 
this  date  will  be  able  to  take  part.  Horizon 
Film  service,  Dixons  Colour  Laboratories, 
Argyle  Way,  Stevenage,  Herts  SGI  2AR. 


Toning  up 

Babyhss  have  produced  the  Body  Toner, 
an  electrical  massager  marketed  as  a 
device  for  "toning  up  unsightly  flab"  and 
as  an  aid  to  relaxation.  It  will  be  advertised 
in  women's  magazines.  Standrmg  &  Co 
(Hull)  Ltd,  101  Spring  Bank,  Hull  HU3 
1BJ. 


Space  age  soap 

A  new  commercial  for  Imperial  Leather 
soap  breaks  nationally  on  August  13,  with 
a  £lm  spend.  The  commercial  features  the 
Imperial  Leather  family,  this  time  cruising 
through  outer  space  in  their  individual 
baths.  Cussons  (UK)  Ltd,  Kersal  Vale, 
Manchester  M7  0GL . 


D'Or  ajar  . . . 

The  Cache  D'Or  fragrance  recently 
acquired  by  Network  Management  is  to  be 
relaunched  in  Spring  1987.  Network 
Management  Ltd,  50  London  Road, 
Brentford,  Middlesex  TW8  8JL. 

Chemist  Brokers  are  now  representing  the 
Jordans  foods  range.  Chemist  Brokers  Ltd, 
Milburn,  3  Copsem  Lane,  Esher,  Surrey. 


Baby  wipes 

Unichem  are  introducing  baby  lotion 
wipes  (£1 .22)  targetted  at  the  growing 
"protect  and  cleanse"  sector  of  the  baby 
wet  wipes  market.  They  are  dispensed 
singly  from  a  pop-up  drum,  featuring  a 
pink  top  to  distinguish  it  from  the  standard 
Unichem  wipes. 

The  wipes  will  be  on  offer  during 
September  at  £0.98  each.  Unichem  Ltd, 
Unichem  House,  Cox  Lane,  Chessington, 
Surrey. 

Oranges  and 
lemons  on  TV 

The  television  campaign  for  St  Clements 
soft  drinks  will  continue  into  September 
with  a  new  commercial.  Mandora  (UK) 
Ltd,  POBox2,  Bellamy  Road,  Mansfield, 
Notts  NG184LW. 

Swansong  for  the 
salons?  

Eugine  Brook  Luxury  Salon  Skin  Glow 
Treatment  is  being  launched  this  month,  in 
an  attempt  to  bridge  the  gap  between 
salon  treatments  and  cosmetics. 

The  product  is  packaged  in  burgundy 
and  gold  cartons  (52g  £7.95,  trial  sachet 
£1 .49,  for  limited  period  only),  and 
marketed  as  a  "total  complexion 
treatment". 

The  launch  will  be  backed  by  an 
advertising  and  promotional  spend  of 
£260,000  including  advertising  in  the 
women's  Press  and  on  underground  trains. 


Sampling  will  be  through  the  women's 
media  and  other  outlets. 

POS  material  consists  of  display  cards 
and  merchandising  units  containing  24 
trial  size  sachets.  Beauty  Collections  Ltd, 
RDG  House,  6  Victoria  Street,  St  Albans, 
Herts  AL1  3JB. 
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SULEO 
&  DERBAC 

Comprehensive 
lice  treatments 
to  put  their 
minds  at  rest ... 


Headlice  are  much  more  than 
la  worry  to  affected  families.  They 
are  a  source  of  embarrassment 
People  come  to  you  for  reassurance, 
advice  and  above  all,  a  treatment  that 
[works  as  quickly  as  possible.  Here  are 
insecticides  to  meet  your  every  need. 


Recommend  Suleo  for  rapid  action 
-100%  Kill  in  just  2  hours 

With  Suleo  the  whole  family  can  be  treated  in  an  evening. 

■  100%  effective  Suleo  eradicates  lice  and  eggs 

■  Combats  Resistance  Malathion  or  stabilised  Carbaryl 
for  insecticidal  rotation 

■  Medicated  Perfume  The  whole  range  are  acceptable 
treatments 

■  Shampoo  Version  Available  When  an  alternative  to 
lotions  is  required 


\nd  Derbac,  the  pleasantly  perfumed, 
water  based  alternative 


New  to  the  I  nternational  Laboratories  range, 
|)erbac  offers  pleasantly  perfumed  treatments 
|/herever  compliance  may  be  a  problem 

I  Non-inflammable  aqueous  solutions 
I  Suitable  for  asthmatics 
I  Not  contra-indicated  for  eczema  or  impetigo 
I  Ideal  treatment  for  crab  lice 


ULEO&  DERBAC  Effective  treatment  for  head,  body  and  crab  lice 


More  guaranteed  products  from  International  Laboratories 

International  Laboratories  Ltd,  Wilsom  Road,  Alton,  Hampshire  CU34  2TJ 


TELECOM 


When  his  editor  put  the  newsdesk 
on  LinkLine  0800,  he  edited  out  all  sorts 
of  problems. 

Like  reporters  having  to  dash  into 
people's  homes  and  ask  if  they  could  phone 
the  editor  long  distance. 

And  having  to  reverse  the  charges 
when  they  found  they  didn't  have  any 
money  on  them. 

The  list  of  petty  aggravations  was 
endless.  And  so  was  the  time  it  was  taking 


some  stories  to  get  to  press.  LinkLine 
changed  all  that. 

With  an  0800  number,  a  reporter 
can  now  phone  straight  through  to  the 
newsdesk  for  free,  even  if  the  call's  from 
Dungeness  to  Dundee,  so  no  need  for 
petty  cash  for  the  phone. 

And  no  need  to  go  through  the 
company's  switchboard. 

Any  company  with  roving  employees 
needs  LinkLine. 


LinkLine 


In  fact,  any  company  with  customers 
needs  it.  An  0800  number  means  the 
public  can  now  choose  between  phoning 
your  competitors  for  a  fee  or  phoning 
you  for  free. 

That's  why  so  many  companies  are 
putting  their  faith  and  their  money  into 
LinkLine,  and  why  British  Telecom  are,  too. 

Now,  the  ultimate  test. 

Call  us  free  on  0800  373  373  and 
we'll  send  you  more  details. 


CALL  US  FREE  ON  0800  373  373  FOR  MORE  INFORMATION.  - 


TELECOM 


POINTS  OF  LAW: 


Motherly  advice 

From  April  6,  1987  the  Government 
intends  to  bring  in  completely  new 
arrangements  for  both  maternity  pay  and 
maternity  allowance. 

In  some  respects  the  new 
arrangements  will  make  life  easier  for 
employers,  since  they  will  only  have  to 
deal  with  one  government  department.  On 
the  other  hand,  new  administrative 
burdens  will  be  put  upon  them  —  as  they 
were  when  the  statutory  sick  pay  scheme 
was  introduced. 

At  present  women  employees  are 
entitled  to  six  weeks'  maternity  pay  if  they 
have  worked  for  an  employer  for  two 
years.  This  sum  is  recoverable  by 
employers  from  the  central  fund 
administered  by  the  Department  of 
Employment.  Women  who  have  paid  the 
full  rate  national  insurance  contribution 
are  entitled  to  maternity  allowance  for  18 
weeks.  This  is  paid  by  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Social  Security. 

The  intention  is  to  merge  these  two 
schemes  into  one,  with  payment  being 
made  by  the  employer.  This  will  be  the 
new  statutory  maternity  pay.  It  will  be 
recoverable  in  the  same  way  as  statutory 
sick  pay  —  from  the  national  insurance 
contributions  and  PA  YE  sums  that  the 
employer  has  to  forward  every  month  to 
Inland  Revenue. 

A  woman  who  qualifies  for  statutory 
maternity  pay  (SMP)  will  receive  90  per 


cent  of  earnings  for  six  weeks,  followed  by 
a  flat  rate  payment  for  12  weeks.  To  qualify 
for  the  earnings  related  element,  a  woman 
must  have  worked  for  the  employer  for  at 
least  two  years.  And  to  qualify  for  the  flat 
rate  element,  she  must  have  worked  for  the 
employer  for  at  least  six  months. 

For  working  between  six  months  and 
two  years  she  will  only  qualify  for  the  flat 
rate  —  but  will  receive  this  for  eighteen 
weeks. 


No  returns 

Those  who  run  their  businesses  as  limited 
companies  may  have  seen  display 
announcements  by  the  Companies 
Registration  Office  about  annual  returns. 

They  remind  businesses  with  a  limited 
liability  that  annual  returns,  giving  a  range 
of  information  about  the  company's  affairs, 
have  to  be  sent  on  time. 


This  has  been  prompted  by  a 
determined  effort  to  ensure  that  businesses 
comply  with  the  law.  In  the  past,  thousands 
of  companies  either  made  their  returns  late 
or  just  didn't  bother  at  all.  Some  returns 
had  not  been  made  for  three  or  four  years. 

The  recent  tightening  up  by  the 
Department  of  Trade  has  led  to  a  40  per 
cent  increase  in  prosecutions  last  year. 
And  to  reinforce  any  penalties,  the 
Companies  Registration  Office  has  now 
taken  to  notifying  convictions  to  the  local 
papers  in  the  areas  where  defaulting 
directors  live. 

So,  to  avoid  hefty  fines,  it  is  important 
for  directors  to  contact  their  accountants 
and  make  arrangements  for  the  annual 
return  to  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  possible 
to  the  Companies  Registration  Office. 


Matter  of  form 

Special  rules  apply  to  the  taxing  of 
expenses  and  benefits  received  by  people 
who  earn  more  than  £8,500  a  year. 

Details  of  these  benefits  are  required 
by  the  Inland  Revenue  and  made  on  form 
PUD.  This  return  still  has  to  be  made. 

But  employers  have  also  had  to  make  a 
return  on  form  P11D(A)  listing  the  names 
of  those  directors  and  employees  getting 
more  than  £8,500  a  year  and  not  getting 
benefits.  This  form  is  now  abolished.  All 
that  is  needed  now  is  confirmation  —  on  a 
form  now  being  sent  out  —  that  all  PI  1  Ds 
have  been  completed  and  returned. 


..yet  more  quality  generics  fromWyeth. 


Mm  Uwmetazepam 


'SSSISS- 


As  a  major  international  research  and  manufacturing 
house  Wyeth  offer  you  generic  products  with  an  unparalleled 
guarantee  of  quality. 

You  and  your  patients  can  benefit  from  an  extended 
range  of  Wyeth  quality  generics  which  now  includes 
lormetazepam  and  glibenclamide.  To  enquire  about  our 
competitive  prices,  or    «  a  am  mmmwmmm  m  >fc 
any  other  matter,  ring 
the  Wyeth  'Hotline'  on 
06286  4377  Ext  4519. 


Unparalleled  quality 


WYETH 


GENERICS 


Trade  mark. 
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C&D  INTERVIEW 


It's  Peter  Dodd's  strong  belief  in  "the 
unbeatable  idea"  of  the  co-operative 
philosophy,  coupled  with  his  aggressive 
public  attitude  towards  Unichem's 
competitors,  that  regularly  brings  his  name 
and  views  into  the  headlines.  The  almost 
evangelical  fervour  with  which  he  imparts 
the  co-operative  message  can  have  escaped 
few  who  have  heard  him  speak  on  the 
subject. 

Two  years  ago  he  told  the  converted  at 
the  Unichem  Convention  that  it  was  a 
"statement  of  self-evident  facts  and  logic" 
that  every  independent  pharmacist  should 
be  a  Unichem  member.  Other  wholesalers, 
he  said,  "serve  only  to  divide  and 
emasculate  the  pharmacist.  The  sooner  they 
cease  to  exist  the  earlier  can  independent 
pharmacists  realise  their  potential." 

His  comments  were  variously  described 
as  "the  same  tired  old  gramophone  record", 
"divisive  tactics  used  in  an  attempt  to  boost 
sales",  and  "another  step  towards 
Unibondage".  Obviously  little  love  is  lost  on 
either  side,  yet  Mr  Dodd's  delight  in  taking 
sideswipes  at  his  competitors  has  resulted  in 
useful  publicity  for  wholesaling  in  general. 

He  denies  he  hogs  the  limelight  at  the 
expense  of  his  colleagues,  pointing  to  the 
increasing  public  role  the  chairman  plays, 
and  the  regular  Press  releases  picturing 
other  board  members  and  branch 
managers.  It  was  an  inevitable  result  of 
being  chief  executive  at  the  time  the 
company  was  turned  round,  he  says. 

"You  become  associated  with  the 
company,  which  is  frequently  unfair 
because  it's  not  a  one  man  effort  —  it's  a 
team  job.  But  as  a  result  of  that  I  have  always 
made  myseli  available  to  the  Press  and  they 
have  been  happy  to  take  advantage  of  it." 

And  Peter  Dodd  rejects  any  suggestion 
that  he  is  less  outspoken  these  days,  and  that 
Unichem  is  seeking  a  lower  profile.  "If  so  it 
has  happened  by  accident.  Look,  for 
example,  at  our  actions  on  original  pack 
dispensing.  We  felt  it  was  important  and 
everyone  else  seemed  to  be  ignoring  it.  We 
made  a  lot  of  fuss  about  that.  "On  a  routine 
basis  there  do  not  seem  to  have  been  many 
cases  where  we  have  felt  the  need  to  stand 
up  and  shout.  The  next  time  might  be  when 
we  see  the  report  of  the  Clucas  Committee 
on  pharmaceutical  distribution.  Some  things 
have  reached  my  ears  that  I'm  not  happy 
about.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the 
report  will  be  accepted,  but  I  feel  it  could  be 
quite  influential". 

One  of  the  subjects  under  discussion  is 
the  wholesaler  margin.  Mr  Dodd  is  adamant 
that  there  has  to  remain  a  sufficient  margin 
for  wholesalers  to  give  incentive  for  both 
volume  and  settlement.  "If  that  is  taken  away 
the  pharmacist  will  go  back  to  splitting  his 
business  between  two  or  three  wholesalers, 
the  'drop'  value  will  fall  and  distribution 
costs  will  go  up,"  he  says. 


Unichem  - 
15  years  PD 

Peter  Dodd  celebrates  his 
fifteenth  year  as  managing 
director  of  Unichem  this  month. 
During  that  time  he  has  led  an 
ailing  co-operative  from  the 
brink  of  receivership  and  firmly 
established  himself  as  one  of 
the  more  controversial 
characters  in  pharmaceutical 
wholesaling. 


Mr  Dodd  is  happy  to  scotch  any  rumours 
that  he  is  considering  retirement.  "It  has 
always  been  my  plan  to  go  around  the  age  of 
55.  I've  just  turned  50  and  a  lot  can  happen 
in  five  years.  It's  too  far  in  the  future  to  give 
a  thought  to. . .  the  members  might  get  rid  of 
me  before  then."  He  does  acknowledge, 
though,  that  he  went  through  an  unsettled 
period  a  couple  of  years  ago.  "In  any  job  you 
get  a  bit  jaded,  but  that  has  worked  its  way 
out  of  my  system,"  he  says. 

Unichem's  wholesaling  rivals  at  a 
national  level,  Vestric  and  Macarthys,  have 
recently  completed  reorganisations  at 
branch  level  to  increase  efficiency,  and  seen 
significant  changes  at  board  level.  Both 
seem  poised  to  take  on  Unichem  in  a  way 
they  seem  to  have  been  incapable  of  in  the 
past.  With  Unichem's  turnover  only  up  12 
per  cent  for  the  first  six  months  of  the  year  (it 
was  19  per  cent  in  1985)  aren't  there 
indications  that  their  phenomenal  growth  is 
plateauing  out? 

In  spite  of  the  apparently  good  annual 


figures  recently  published  by  AAH,  Mr 
Dodd  remains  sceptical  —  in  public  at  least 
-  over  the  more  bullish  attitude  of  his 
competitors.  "It  was  inevitable  that  our 
competitors  would  start  to  react  and 
streamline  at  some  stage.  Wholesaling  was 
very  inefficient  15  years  ago.  A  number  of 
independents  are  now  very  efficient  and 
doing  quite  nicely. 

"AAH  are  certainly  more  efficient,  but  it 
remains  to  be  seen  whether  they  can  create 
a  cohesive  unit  out  of  the  rag-bag  of 
wholesalers  they  have  acquired." 

He  feels  on  surer  ground  over 
Macarthys,  and  makes  an  initial  assessment 
of  the  new  management:  "I  have  come  to  the 
view  that  their  grand  design  is  to  maintain  a 
policy  of  sustained  inertia.  I  am  happy  that 
Unichem  can  continue  to  be  as  good  or 
better  in  the  service  it  offers,"  says  Mr  Dodd. 

It  is  ironic  that  Mr  Dodd  worked  for  a 
contracting  business  in  the  construction 
industry  before  he  moved  over  to 
mastermind  the  rebuilding  of  Unichem.  He 
was  company  secretary  for  Richard  Crittall 
Holding  Ltd  and  financial  director  of  the 
principal  trading  subsidiary  before  moving 
to  Unichem,  initially  as  financial  director.  "I 
came  in  1969. 1  was  on  the  verge  of  leaving 
in  1971  as  it  looked  like  the  company  was 
going  down  the  tube.  Then  I  was  given  the 
opportunity  of  doing  the  "company  doctor' 
bit.  Initially,  the  most  difficult  thing  was  to 
survive.  Both  the  auditors  and  consultants 
felt  that  within  three  months  Unichem  would 
have  to  cease  trading. 

"We  went  through  a  difficult  1972.  We 
traded  profitably  but  the  bank  was  not 
prepared  to  give  us  support.  Then  we  got 
backing  from  ICFC,  and  in  the  middle  of  '73 
decided  to  go  for  growth."  The  number  of 
pharmacist  members  has  grown  from  600  to 
over  5,000  since,  and  annual  sales  are 
approaching  £500m  a  year. 

Mr  Dodd  finds  it  hard  to  point  the  finger 
at  a  particular  thing  that  produced  the  turn 
round.  He  puts  it  mostly  down  to  common 
sense.  There  was  a  major  cost-cutting 
exercise  and  firm  guidelines  were  given  to 
branch  managers  as  to  what  was  required. 
More  importantly,  says  Mr  Dodd,  they  were 
given  the  authority  to  manage  without 
interference  from  non-executive  pharmacist 
board  members.  The  structure  at  board  level 
has  remained  unchanged  though,  with  eight 
non-executive  pharmacist  directors  and  four 
non-pharmacist  executives.  The  former  are 
responsible  for  policy  matters,  Mr  Dodd 
says,  but  they  are  firmly  excluded  from  the 
day-to-day  management. 

During  the  past  15  years  Mr  Dodd  says 
he  is  most  proud  of  being  associated  with 
independent  pharmacists  in  what  he 
considers  to  be  their  most  outstandingly 
successful  venture.  "Over  that  period  their 
fortunes  have  been  a  little  volatile.  But  the 
independent   saw   the   benefits   of  an 
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organisation  like  Unichem  and  backed  it 
wholeheartedly.  Motives  don't  really  matter, 
it's  a  fact  at  the  end  of  the  day.  You  could 
almost  describe  the  co-operative  as  a  "treaty 
or  generations'.  The  success  achieved  is 
already  beginning  to  benefit  a  new 
generation.  One  assumes  they  will 
trengthen  it  for  their  successors.  You 
:annot  consider  Unichem  without 
:onsidermg  its  philosophy,"  Mr  Dodd  says. 

He  is  also  proud  of  the  lead  Unichem 
'gave  in  developing  m-pharmacy  computer 
echnology .  Prosper  was  only  introduced  in 
1978,  but  PDTs  are  now  part  and  parcel  of 
any  pharmacy.  At  the  time  it  was  said  that 
pharmacists  would  not  accept  them,  and  Mr 
Dodd  admits  he  was  among  the  sceptics. 

He  remains  highly  critical  of  the 
Government's  across-the-board  price 
eductions  enforced  under  the 
Pharmaceutical  Price  Regulation  Scheme, 
although  as  a  direct  consequence  political 
awareness  of  the  wholesalers'  role  has  been 
/astly  increased.  "The  first  time  it  happened, 
without  any  consideration  of  the  impact  for 
he  middle  of  the  chain,  was  particularly 
ipsetting.  That  was  one  of  the  reasons  why 


we  set  out  on  a  political  campaign  to  educate 
politicians  on  the  role  of  the  pharmaceutical 
wholesaler,"  says  Mr  Dodd. 

Campaign  a  success 

The  campaign,  although  conducted  on  a 
company  basis,  must  be  considered  a 
success,  and  has  certainly  benefitted  the 
entire  wholesaling  fraternity.  Over  the  past 
18  months  a  succession  of  Government 
ministers  and  Opposition  MPs  have  been 
shown  around  Unichem's  Chessington 
headquarters  and  had  the  facts  spelt  out  for 
them. 

This  lobbying  exercise  proved  its  worth 
recently  when  the  DHSS  joint  committee  on 
OPD  was  set  up.  "We  picked  up  that 
wholesalers  were  not  involved  and  were  able 
to  get  a  full  and  detailed  report  together  and 
to  the  committee  because  we  knew  the  right 
people,"  says  Mr  Dodd. 

He  has  persistently  emphasised  the  good 
deal  the  Government  gets  from  wholesalers. 
"We  used  to  get  15  per  cent  and  45  days 
credit.  We  now  get  10  per  cent  (plus  2.5  per 
cent)  and  30  days  credit.  The  lost  15  days 


must  be  worth  0.5  per  cent,  so  around  3  per 
cent  is  being  saved  in  the  PPRS  formula. 
Wholesalers,  out  of  what  is  left,  give 
incentives  to  pharmacists  of  which  the 
Government  claw  back  an  average  of  6.5 
per  cent.  Therefore  they  have  got  9.5  per 
cent  off  the  NHS  drugs  bill.  We  do  not  get  an 
over-generous  margin  for  a  twice  daily 
delivery  out  of  the  stock  range  we  carry." 

As  businessmen  pharmacists  have 
sharpened  up  a  lot  over  the  past  ten  years, 
Mr  Dodd  believes,  and  have  become  much 
more  realistic.  Wholesalers  have  helped 
with  the  services  they  are  able  to  provide. 
"We  have  sought  to  put  in  schemes  that  are 
helpful,  and  to  assist  and  guide.  The 
pharmacist  who  is  receptive  has  had  a  lot  of 
assistance.  But  there  is  a  new  generation 
coming  in  with  their  eyes  open,  and 
pharmacy  is  better  off  as  a  result,"  he  says. 

They  will  see  the  benefits  of  a  co- 
operative, he  insists.  "It  may  be  that  we  will 
never  convert  the  dyed-in-the-wool  older 
pharmacist.  But  I  still  consider  it  desirable 
for  pharmacy  that  everyone  should  belong 
to  Unichem  and  use  it  as  their  first  line 
supplier." 


BARE-FACED  CHEEK 
f 


Ten-O-Six  deep  pore  cleanser. 
Removes  dirt,  oil,  make-up. 
Gentle  but  very  effective. 
Cleans,  tones,  conditions. 
Leaves  skin  smoother,  softer. 
Use  first  thing  in  the  morning, 
and  the  very  last  thing  at  night. 
Regular  lotion  for  normal  skins,  and 
Mild  for  dry,  more  sensitive  skins. 


TEN-O-SIX.  FOR  A  LIFETIME  OF  BEAUTIFUL  SKIN. 


Deep- Pore 
Cleanser 

for  Dry  Sensitive  Skin 


Bonn€8€ii 

250  ml 


i  AND  DISTRIBUTED  BY  EYLURE  LTD  AVAILABLE  AT  LARGER  BRANCHES  OF  BOOTS  (SUBJECT  TO  AVAILABILITY).  DEPARTMENT  STORES  AND  LEADING  CHEMISTS 

Distributed  by  Eylure  Ltd,  Grange  Industrial  Estate,  Cwmbran,  Gwent  NP44  3XR. 
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JETTERS 


Professions1 
shame  

Last  night  I  attended  a  specially  arranged 
meeting,  organised,  funded  and  hosted  by 
the  National  Pharmaceutical  Association's 
Training  Department  to  explain  and 
discuss  the  intricacies  of  the  Youth 
Training  Scheme.  I  was,  however,  the  only 
pharmacist  to  attend,  despite  16  people 
informing  the  Association  they  were 
coming. 

The  tutor  had  taken  the  trouble  to  drive 
a  long  distance,  prepare  a  mound  of  very 
comprehensive  and  useful  overhead 
transparencies,  paid  for  coffee  and 
biscuits  and  a  room  for  16  people,  and 
only  one  pharmacist  turned  up!  What 
makes  me  really  cross,  is  that  these 
defaulting  individuals  are  wasting  the 
time,  money  and  presumably,  patience  of 
a  well-run  body  funded  entirely  by 
community  pharmacists.  They  should 
know  better. 

This  sort  of  apathetic,  negative 
behaviour  makes  me  feel  almost  ashamed 


of  some  fellow  pharmacists,  and  is  why 
both  main  branches  of  our  profession, 
hospital  and  community  are  in  the  state 
they  are  in  today. 
S.C.Coleman 
Arundel,  W.  Sussex 

DBA  applauds 
Xraysefs  copy 

Well  done,  Xrayser!  Bravo!... "Protection 
parcel  to  any  one  facing  direct  challenge" 
"publicity  agent";  "local  TV  and  radio"; 
"unashamed  appeal  for  loyalty"; 
"interloper". 

"Publicity  is  our  greatest  weapon  and 
we  should  use  it". 

Sock  it  to  'em,  boy!  But  wait. ..He's 
talking  about  chemist  interloping  on 
chemist. 

What  about  chemist  interloping  on 
dispensing  doctor?  Double  standards 
showing,  perhaps? 
David  Roberts 

Chairman,  Dispensing  Doctors' 
Association. 


Griping  about 
a  third  account? 

Has  anyone  else  had  the  misfortune  to 
require  urgent  medical  items  from  Smith  & 
Nephew?  Despite  having  one  account  for 
counter  goods,  and  a  second  account  for 
surgical  dressings,  I  was  refused  supply 
unless  I  opened  a  third  account.  Nor  could 
they  charge  it  through  Vestric  unless 
Vestric  phoned  and  ordered  it.  The  local 
Vestric  branch  was  most  helpful  and 
placed  the  order  immediately,  but  here  I 
am  three  days  on  and  no  goods.  No  doubt 
the  company  will  blame  the  Post  Office. 

While  griping  about  S&N,  is  anyone 
else  fed  up  of  having  their  orders  split  into 
three  or  four  delivered  over  about  a 
month?  It  certainly  makes  my  stock  control 
much  harder  —  in  future  111  stick  to 
Numark  and  the  few  pence  extra  it  costs 
will  be  made  up  by  keeping  the  stock 
down.  Any  comments  S&N? 
David  Stuart 
Menai  Bridge,  Anglesey 
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Maintaining  the 
Citadel'  

The  "Citadel"  of  the  medical  profession  is 
still  solid.  The  General  Medical  Services 
Committee  stays  within  its  walls  facing 
both  ways.  Condemning  the  profit  motive 
that  they  insist  is  detrimental  to 
doctor/patient  relationships,  but  ignoring 
that  very  fact  which  motivates  doctor 
dispensing  and  forgetting  to  mention 
private  practice  and  all  its  profits. 

It  is  a  great  pity  that  the  GMSC  wasn't 
motivated  by  the  spirit  of  both  Nuffield  and 
the  Government's  primary  healthcare 
discussion  document.  Though  mention  of 
co-operation  was  made  in  the  GMSC's 
submission  in  the  most  limited  and 
apprehensive  fashion. 

It  is  well-known  that  doctors  are  over- 
worked, and  that  patients  suffer  because  of 
the  lack  of  time  available  to  them.  The 
GMSC's  report  contradicts  this  evaluation 
as  it  would  appear  that  not  only  do  they 
feel  that  the  rest  of  the  primary  health  care 


team  can't  share  in  reducing  their  work 
load,  but  they  want  to  take  on  more  of  the 
load  from  the  pharmacist. 

The  impertinence  of  the  GMSC  in 
expressing  concern  over  the  new 
contract's  proposals  to  help  Essential  Small 
Pharmacies  is  hypocritical  to  say  the  least. 
Dispensing  doctors  are  helped  very 
considerably  by  funding  from  the  global 
sum  to  the  tune  of  £15  to  £20m.  (This  is  at 
the  expense  of  their  non-dispensing 
colleagues.  This  funding  is  to  maintain  the 
standard  of  living  of  the  dispensing  doctor. 
The  proposals  in  the  Essential  Small 
Pharmacy  scheme  is  for  money  from  the 
global  sum  to  be  awarded  in  order  that  a 
pharmacy  is  viable  in  an  area  of  need. 

Turning  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  submission  to  the  Social  Services 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  it 
failed  to  mention  any  specific 
recommendations  regarding  rural 
pharmacy  and  the  needs  of  the  rural 
patient.  It  is  an  important  omission  and  the 
Rural  Pharmacist  Association  would  like  to 
see  far  more  positive  backing  of  our 
endeavours  so  that  rural  pharmacy  is 
continually  brought  to  the  attention  of 


people  that  matter.  At  our  last  Council 
meeting  the  RPA  prepared  its  own  report 
to  the  Social  Services  Committee.  This  has 
now  been  presented. 

I  am,  of  course,  not  privy  to  the  reasons 
why  no  mention  of  the  rural  problem  has 
been  made.  I  hope  that  the  omission  was 
not  for  diplomacy  reasons,  since  it  is  our 
belief  that  the  RPA  should  endeavour  to 
co-operate  and  compromise  in  as  wide  an 
area  as  possible. 

I  submit,  shows  an  element  of  weakness 
in  the  Society's  approach  on  rural  matters. 
I  trust  that  the  RPA  can  expect  to  hear 
rural  pharmacist  can  look  forward  to  more 
positive  support  in  future  plans  for  the 
rural  community. 
John  Davies 

Honorary  secretary,  RPA 


More  PL(PI)s 

The  following  PL(PI)s  have  been  notified 
to  C&D  since  its  June  28  supplement. 
Whitworth  Pharmaceuticals  Ltd 

PL/4423/0101  Nuelin  Retard  tablet  250mg  Theophylline  250mg 
PL/4423/0151  Tagamet  400mg  Cimehdine  400mg 


SOME  AUTAN  MYSTERY  SHOPPER  WINNERS 
ARE  A  MYSTERY  NO  LONGER! 


. .  .LATEST  WINNERS. . .LATEST  WINNERS-LATEST  WINNERS... 


VIDEO  WINNERS 

IAN  NOBLE  CHEMIST 
FORRES,  GRAMPIAN 

PARKLANDS 
PONTELAND 

E  M.  HAZELHURST 

BRADFORD 
WEST  YORKSHIRE 

C.J.WRIGLEY 
CASTLEFORD 


TV  WINNERS 

BRYAN  COLLINGHAM 
WEST  YORKSHIRE 

ARNDALE  CHEMIST 
LONDON  SW18 

J.B.  PALMER 
RAMSBOTTOM 

BRYN  DRUG  STORE 
LLANRWST 

ALLENS 
PARKGATE 
ROTHERHAM 


CAMERA  WINNERS 

BARRY  BLADON  LIMITED 
PRESTWICH,  MANCHESTER 
M&A  STARLING,  TADCASTER 

CP.  JAMES,  OAKDALE,  GWENT 

KALMAR  CHEMIST,  LONDON  SE1 

MAYFAIR  CHEMISTS,  HYDE,  CHESHIRE 

MARKET  PHARMACY,  LONDON  NW8 

STONE  CROSS,  HARLOW,  ESSEX 

W.  DONALD,  KINGSTON-UPON-THAMES 

PATERSON  HEATH  AND  CO 
LONDON  SE11 
ACORN  PHARMACY,  BERKHAMSTEAD 

A.J.  SHEFFIELD  LIMITED,  HERTFORD 
ALLENS,  BARNSLEY,  SOUTH  YORKSHIRE 
J  R.  BINKS,  BEDLINGTON 


The  Mystery  Shopper  is  still  looking  for 
winners!  More  prizes  will  be  announced  in 
three  weeks  time:  so  keep  building  your 
Autan  displays  and  win ! 


AUTAN 

INSECT  REPELLENT 
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Responsible 
realism?  

I  feel  I  must  reply  to  Mr  Edwin  Even's 
remarks  about  me  in  his  letter  headed 
"Heard  it  all?"  in  C&D ,  August  2. 

I  can  assure  Mr  Evens,  and  all  your 
readers,  that  since  being  elected  to  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  I 
have  continued  to  fight  against  the  new 
contract,  and  have  expressed  my 
opposition  to  it  at  every  opportunity. 
However,  as  I  am  sure  Mr  Evens  as  a 
former  member  of  the  Council  will  be 
aware,  much  of  the  debate  on  important 
issues  takes  place  in  the  Council's  standing 
committees  and  subcommittees,  and  the 
proceedings  are  not  made  public. 

Although  I  am  still  totally  opposed  to 
the  contract  I  feel  that  it  would  be 
irresponsible  of  me  not  to  be  realistic  and 
allow  for  the  possibility  that,  in  spite  of  all 
the  opposition,  it  may  eventually  be 
implemented.  It  therefore  seemed  to  me  to 
be  my  duty  to  prepare  for  such  an 
eventuality,  and  to  do  whatever  I  can  to 
minimise  the  financial  distress  that  would 
be  caused  to  small,  long-established 
contractors.  That  is  why  I  wrote  to  the 
PSNC  proposing  a  levy  to  assist  them. 

I  am  sure  that  those  pharmacists  who 
gave  me  their  preference  vote  in  the 
election  (and  I  am  very  grateful  to  have 
had  Mr  Evens's)  would  prefer  a 
constructive  action  of  this  kind,  rather  than 
for  me  to  merely  keep  shouting  into  the 
deaf  ears  of  those  who  have  already 
ordained  what  is  best  for  NHS  contractor 
pharmacists. 
Alan  Nathan 
London  N21 


In  reply  to  Mr 
Thomas...  

Successive  governments  have  taken  our 
profession  for  a  ride  because  we  have 
failed  to  bring  the  pay  battle  into  the 
political  field.  What  Charles  Flynn  and 
Alan  Nathan  have  proved  is  what  can  be 
achieved  politically  in  a  short  period  of 
time.  Our  profession  has  been  leapfrogged 
by  the  next  door  grocer,  DIY  shop, 
newsagent,  petrol  station  etc. 

If  the  British  Medical  Association  can 
devise  a  system  to  protect  the  interests  of 
existing  and  future  members,  why  can't  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  do  the  same? 

The  present  contract  (if  implemented 
before  a  general  election  next  year)  is 
diametrically  opposite  to  the  Nuffield 
recommendations  in  two  main  areas  —  a 


payment  system  based  on  number  of 
prescriptions  dispensed,  and  the  removal 
of  Basic  Practice  Allowance. 

Flynn,  Nathan  &  Co  have  unveiled  the 
rough  justice  in-built  in  the  present 
proposals.  It  is  now  up  to  Council 
members  to  translate  their  words  of 
sympathy  into  positive  action  in  such  a 
sensitive  political  climate.  Every  MP  is 
worried  about  the  voters.  If  the 
Government  can  spend  ten  times  over 
what  they  propose  to  save  from  the 
contract  proposals  on  a  vote  catching 
exercise,  then  the  Society  has  to  do 
something  to  preserve  the  interest  of  the 
membership. 
Jayanti  Patel 
Leicester 


Wishful 
thinking? 


Whose  side  is  Mr  R.N.  Thomas  on  (C&D 
August  2,  pl92)?  I  don't  see  his  name  as  a 
member  on  the  British  Pharmacists 
Association's  computer  records.  Could  it 
be  he  subscribes  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Services  Negotiating  Committee?  It  would 
appear  that  both  BPA  and  the  PSNC  share, 
in  his  humble  opinion,  the  praise  or  blame 
for  the  present  sorry  state  of  affairs. 

"Professional  Eye",  with  the  co- 
operation of  BPA  members,  undoubtedly 
placed  Mr  Nathan  on  Council  —  nothing 
strange  about  that.  But  I  do  not  see  how  I 
am  personally  responsible  for  the 
disreputable  activities  of  the  leapfroggers. 
Does  he  not  agree  "Professional  Eye" 
publicity  would  put  the  wind  up  them? 

The  new  contract  proposals  negotiated 
by  the  PSNC  clearly  legitimise  these 
people  with  the  loss  of  the  Basic  Practice 
Allowance.  The  insulting  redundancy 
payments  were  negotiated  also  by  PSNC. 
Could  it  be,  Mr  Thomas,  that  you  wish  BPA 
had  negotiated  on  your  future?  If  you  do, 
you  are  getting  there! 

How  much  I  agree  with  Edwin  Even's 
statements  addressed  in  his  letter  (C&D 
August  2,  pl92)  regarding  Mr  Nathan's 
attempts  to  salvage  something  for  the  small 
contractor. 
Charles  Flynn 

General  secretary,  British  Pharmacists 
Association 


Inconsistency 
from  the  Society 

I  should  like  to  draw  your  attention  to  an 
absurd  inconsistency  in  the  Society's 
submission  to  the  Social  Services 


Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  on 
the  Government's  primary  healthcare 
discussion  document. 

Its  action  in  backing  the  new  contract, 
in  the  section  "The  NHS  contract  for 
pharmacies",  argues  quite  correctly  for  a 
more  even  distribution  of  pharmacies 
throughout  the  community.  However,  this 
statement  is  directly  at  odds  with  the  action 
the  Society  has  taken  in  supporting  the 
new  contract.  The  contract's  guidelines  for 
"rational"  distribution  of  pharmacies  will, 
in  effect,  encourage  the  opening  of  even 
more  pharmacies  in  even  closer  proximity 
to  surgeries  and  health  centres,  to  provide, 
presumably,  a  better  public  service  to  the 
public. 

On  the  other  hand,  pharmacies  in 
areas  away  from  surgeries  will  be 
discouraged  from  opening,  because  with 
the  abolition  of  the  Basic  Practice 
Allowance  it  will  be  financially  impossible 
for  businesses  more  than  1  km  from  a 
surgery  to  survive  on  the  low  volume  of 
prescriptions  they  will  be  likely  to  receive. 

In  any  case,  the  latest  decision  of  the 
PSNC  (which  will  no  doubt  receive  the 
Society's  seal  of  approval  in  due  course) 
not  to  oppose  the  Minister  of  Health's 
decision  to  prevent  pharmacist  members 
of  PPSC's  from  having  a  vote,  takes  away 
the  last  vestige  of  credibility  that  the 
rational  location  proposals  may  have  had. 

From  now  on  it  will  be  left  to  people 
like  local  doctors  and  members  of 
Chambers  of  Trade  to  decide  where  the 
local  pharmacy  will  be  and  who  will  run  it. 

If  the  kind  of  woolly  and  self- 
contradictory  statements  that  comprise  the 
Society's  submission  on  the  primary 
healthcare  document  are  to  be  taken 
seriously,  as  our  professional  association's 
contribution  to  the  future  of  pharmacy,  I 
feel  there  are  only  two  options  open  to  the 
members;  either  to  seek  their  livelihoods 
elsewhere,  or  to  find  some  person  or 
organisation  which  will  defend  our  right  to 
continue  to  earn  our  living  serving  the 
community  we  have  always  done. 
Meir  Kattan 

Joint  general  secretary,  BPA  (UK) 


No  ol  days  ireatmeni                        J  Kl  p 
N  B  Ensure  dose  13  suted  IMF 

OH,ce 

A  sad  reflection  on  our  Summer! 
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If  you  need  to 
use  a  vacuum 
with  this  on... 


G  O  ■. 


make  sure 
it's  got  this  on 
as  well. 


GS  81 


When  your  workforce  has  to  deal  with  hazardous 
materials  like  asbestos  and  chemical  dusts  you  can't 
afford  to  take  any  chances.  So  you  need  a  cleaner  that  not 
only  conforms  to  British  Standards,  but  is  an  efficient, 
reliable,  powerful  machine  that  will  give  years  of  safe 
service. 

In  other  words  you  need  a  Type  H  machine  from 
Nilfisk.  Each  machine  we  build  is  individually  tested  to 
ensure  it  meets  the  British  Standards,  and  we  have  the 
facility  to  service  and  retest  all  machines  when  necessary. 
Add  to  that  powerful,  efficient  suction,  easy 
manoeuvrability  and  a  world  wide  reputation  for 
excellence  and  you'll  understand  why  Nilfisk  are  the 
world  leaders  in  industrial  vacuum  cleaners. 

This  and  other  features  put  Nilfisk  in  a  class  of  its 
own,  so  if  your  waste  is  hazardous  your  machine  had 
better  be  labelled  Nilfisk. 

For  more  information  please  fill  in  the  coupon. 


Nilfisk  Limited,  Newmarket  Road.  Burv  St  Edmunds,  Suffolk  IP33  3SR 
Telephone  Bury  St  Edmunds  (0284)  63163   Telex  817708 

Please  send  me  details  of  the  Nilfisk  range  of  cleaners 
NAME   


COMPANY 
POSITION 
ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 


TELEPHONE. 


NILFISK 


CD9/8 


I  HE  WORLD'S  LARGEST  MAMT-At  TLRER  OE 
INDUSTRIAL  SUCTION  CLEANERS 
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Lloyds  turn  to  public  with 
drug  store/ chemist  plans 


Lloyds  Chemists  are  going  public, 
with  the  promise  of  "a  heck  of  an 
acquisition  programme"  — 
including  drug  stores  as  well  as 
pharmacies. 

The  Midlands-based  company  will 
make  its  debut  on  the  unlisted  securities 
market  later  this  year,  sponsored  by  City 
brokers  Panmure,  Gordon.  Formed  in 
1973  with  one  branch,  Lloyds  now  have  97 
and  are  looking  to  have  over  a  hundred  by 
the  time  of  the  launch.  The  funds  raised 
with  the  issue  will  pay  for  a  hectic 
expansion  programme  —  broadly  aiming 
to  open  one  chemist  and  one  drug  store 
branch  a  month,  says  director  Dick  Turner. 

"It's  not  a  direct  response  to  the  drug 
store  competition.  But  because  of  our 
chemist  operation's  central  warehousing 
facility,  we've  now  got  the  size  and  scale  to 
take  on  the  best,  and  to  compete  at  drug 
store  level.  We've  got  no  fears  of  spending 
on  the  High  Street". 

Underwoods  went  public  earlier  this 
year,  but  Lloyds  say  their  own  issue  is 
unique:  "Underwoods  are  different,  in  that 


dispensing  forms  a  very  small  part  of  their 
business;  they're  more  like  departmental 
stores.  We  are  very  much  pharmacies,  first 
and  foremost,  and  have  developed  the 
toiletries  business.  It's  a  community 
pharmacy  going  to  the  market  for  the  first 
time". 

Mr  Turner  describes  the  chain's 
geographical  position  as  a  semi-circular 
half  sweep  around  Birmingham  and  to  the 
South.  Based  in  Atherstone,  the  firm 
recently  expanded  into  the  Swindon  area. 
And  the  plan  is  to  grow  steadily  outwards 
from  the  present  base.  "We  wouldn't  take 
one  or  two  shops  way  out  on  a  limb,"  he 
explained,  "but  we're  not  saying  we 
wouldn't  go  to  a  different  area,  if  the 
motorway  access  was  good  and  it  was 
economical". 

Last  year  Lloyds  made  a  net  profit  of 
£713,000  on  £15.5m  turnover;  for  1986  they 
estimate  reaching  £900,000.  The  firm  had 
begun  to  feel  limited  by  private  funding, 
Mr  Turner  said:  "We're  a  young 
management  team  in  a  company  that  wants 
to  go  places". 


Boots  bid  $555m 
for  US  Flint 

Boots  hopes  to  buy  the  US  Flint 
division  of  Baxter  Travenol  for 
S555m.  financed  mainly  by  a 
placing  of  184  million  ordinary 
shares  at  205p. 

The  company  says  a  cash  payment  may 
complete  the  deal  for  Flint  who  last  year 
had  a  turnover  of  $53m  and  made  pre-tax 
profits  of  $33m. 

Mam  products  include  Synthroid, 
which  has  57  per  cent  of  the  US  thyroid 
replacement  market,  Chymodiatm, 
Choloxin,  Flint  SSD  and  Travase. 

Boots  plan  to  market  Prothiaden,  E- 
Mycin  and  Rufen  in  the  US  next  year. 

Deal  heads  off 
new  patent  row 

A  deal  between  Polaroid  and  Fuji 
has  prevented  another  patent  row 
from  blowing  up. 

Under  the  agreement,  Polaroid  are  not 
proceeding  against  Fuji  for  the 
infringement  of  a  Japanese  patent,  upheld 
by  the  Japanese  patent  office.  Fuji  have  in 


return  agreed  not  to  appeal  against  the 
office's  decision. 

And  Fuji  are  also  giving  Polaroid 
access  to  some  of  their  technology,  as  well 
as  selling  them  commercial  products  on 
favourable  terms. 

Polaroid  vice-president  Richard 
Delima  commented:  "We  feel  this  provides 
us  appropriate  return  on  the  high  value  we 
have  placed  on  the  patent  in  question." 

Services  make 
their  mark 

Firms  will  be  able  to  register  trade 
marks  for  services  from  October  1 . 

Under  an  amendment  to  the  Trade 
Marks  Act  1938  the  Trade  Marks  Registry 
is  now  accepting  applications  for  service 
marks  in  eight  categories:  advertising  and 
business;  insurance  and  finance; 
construction  and  repair;  communication; 
transport  and  storage;  material  treatment; 
education  and  entertainment;  and 
miscellaneous.  Each  £150  application  will 
cover  one  class  only. 

The  advantage  of  registering  a  trade 
mark  is  that  an  action  for  "passing  off" 
under  common  law  is  much  more  complex 
than  one  for  infringement  of  a  registered 
trade  mark. 


Mr  X  unmasked 
by  Beecham 

Beecham's  new  chairman  will  head 
a  restyled  board,  designed  to 
diffuse  powers  and  give  non- 
executives  a  stronger  role. 

Robert  Bauman,  vice-chairman  of  a  US 
aerospace  group,  was  named  as 
Beecham's  permanent  chief  after 
temporary  chairman  Lord  Keith's  quest 
had  taken  him  across  the  Atlantic. 

Mr  Bauman,  who  will  earn  around 
£680,000  —  or  $lm  —  a  year,  spent  many 
years  at  the  US  company  General  Foods, 
and  has  also  been  a  director  of  McKesson, 
distributors  of  OTC  medicines. 


Robert  Bauman,  Beecham's  new 
chairman 


He  will  join  the  restructured  board 
along  with  new  non-executives  Sir  Robert 
Clark,  chairman  of  Hill  Samuel,  Mr 
Andrew  Buxton  of  Barclays  Bank,  Mr 
James  White,  managing  director  of  a 
paper  manufacturers,  and  the  vice- 
chancellor  of  Bristol  University,  Sir  John 
Kingman.  They  will  double  the  number  of 
non -executives  on  the  board. 

And  three  subcommittees  are  being 
formed  to  tip  the  balance  of  power  further. 
A  remuneration  and  nomination 
committee,  with  only  non-executive 
members,  will  choose  future  non- 
executives  and  advise  on  the  choice  of  new 
chairmen.  An  audit  committee  —  also  in 
the  hands  of  non-executives  —  will  go 
through  the  accounts.  And  a  finance  and 
general  purposes  committee  will  deal  with 
acquisition  and  other  financial  policies. 

Lord  Keith,  who  took  charge  after 
ousting  Sir  Ronald  Halstead  last  year,  will 
go  back  to  being  non-executive  vice- 
chairman  until  he  retires  next  July. 
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Macarthys'  new  look  costs  —  but 
watch  this  space,  says  Ward 


The  first  set  of  financial  results  to 
come  from  Macarthys  since  their 
management  changeover  show  a 
slight  profit  increase  and  some 
hefty  costs. 

Pre-tax  profits  were  nudged  up  to  £4. 21m 
—  from  the  1985  figure  of  £4. 06m  —  for 
the  12-month  period  to  April  30.  The 
results  were  brought  out  as  interim  figures, 
after  new  chairman  Nick  Ward  altered  the 
year  end  to  September  30.  They  include 
extraordinary  costs  of  £3. 86m,  meaning  an 
attributable  loss  to  shareholders  of  £1.36m, 
compared  with  last  year's  £929,000  profit. 

The  costs  take  in  £lm  of  "additional 
charges  for  reorganisations  initiated  by  the 
previous  board";  £286,000  for  defending 
the  Jadelle  concert  party's  bid,  which 
ousted  the  old  management  earlier  this 
year;  and  flVim  for  "reassessment  of  the 
value  of  stocks  and  other  current  assets  as 
a  result  of  new  management  policies".  Mr 
Ward  said  the  company  review  had 
pointed  up  the  need  for  "a  more  prudent 
assessment"  of  redundant  and  slow  moving 
stock,  trade  debtors,  and  of  the  useful  lives 
of  assets  such  as  computer  systems. 

Profits  for  the  pharmaceutical 
distribution  division  fell  from  £2. 7m  to 
£2. 46m  on  sales  of  £203. 3m.  This,  said  Mr 
Ward,  was  "a  disappointment".  He  added 
that:  "The  downturn  in  performance  has 
mainly  been  due  to  the  major 
reorganisation  which  took  place  in  1985 
and  early  1986".  He  blamed  the  old 
management  for  cutting  depots  and 
changing  to  a  depot-based  computer 
system  too  quickly.  "We  are  now  working 
hard  to  overcome  these  problems". 

Pharmaceutical  manufacturing  was  up 


from  £576,000  to  £886,000.  Mr  Ward  said 
this  was  largely  due  to  operating 
improvements,  and  described  this  and  the 
veterinary  results  —  up  £273,000  to 
£908,000  —  as  "most  encouraging".  But 
retailing  profits  (up  from  £494,000  to 
£500,000)  were  disappointing  for  the 
second  six  months  —  and  again  this  was 
put  down  to  "costs  relating  to  earlier 
periods". 

Mr  Ward  told  C&D:  "It  will  be  the  year 
starting  October  1  that  should  begin  to 
show  change.  I  have  been  totally  consistent 
throughout  this;  we  mustn't  just  raise 
hopes,  but  we  must  give  a  true  picture  of 
the  way  things  are  going". 

A  new  corporate  identity  will  now  be 
found  with  the  help  of  design  group 
Michael  Peters.  This  will  fit  onto  the 
Macarthys  Medical  Ltd  banner,  which 
covers  the  merged  activities  of  Macarthys, 
Macarthys  Surgical,  Arnold  Surgical,  the 
Arnolds  veterinary  business,  Martindales 
and  Macarthys  Laboratories. 

Mr  Ward  is  still  giving  no  detailed 
clues  on  the  plans  for  the  retail  arm.  "We 
are  implementing  a  programme  to 
improve  current  performance  and  develop 
a  strategy  for  growth.  Specifically,  we  shall 
be  refurbishing  a  number  of  the  Savory  & 
Moore  branches  and  exploring 
opportunities  to  expand  John  Bell  & 
Croyden,"  he  said. 

Shares  were  at  353p  as  C&D  went  to 
Press.  An  observer  in  the  financial  press 
commented  that  it  would  "take  all  of  Ward's 
genius  to  sustain  the  price".  Mr  Ward 
responded:  "I'm  a  humble  man,  and  can't 
claim  to  be  a  genius.  But  I'm  confident  that 
our  progress  will  be  satisfactory". 


SFS  goes  for  the 
old  hands 

The  Department  of  Employment's 
Small  Firms  Service  is  shifting  its 
attention  more  towards  established 
business  and  away  from  new  start- 
ups. 

Small  businesses  minister  David  Trippier, 
launching  the  Service's  first  annual  report 
said  the  balance  should  be  "heavily 
weighted"  for  going  concerns.  These 
brought  in  more  jobs  than  the  new 
companies,  he  said,  and  around  80  per 
cent  of  the  assistance  programmes  were 
aimed  at  established  firms. 

The  Service's  annual  report  says  96  per 


cent  of  VAT-registered  firms  are 
independent  and  owner-managed.  They 
employ  a  quarter  of  the  working 
population. 


Still  standing  . . . 

The  Joint  Industrial  Council's  junior 
rates  will  not  be  affected  by  the 
Wages  Act,  says  secretary  Mike 
King. 

The  Wages  Act  has  provided  that 
under  21 -year-olds  are  no  longer  covered 
by  Wages  Council  Orders  for  their  pay 
rates.  But  junior  pharmacy  workers  are 
covered  by  the  JIC  and  for  the  time  being 
this  body's  terms  for  1986  will  hold. 


Disc  jockey  Dave  Lee  Travis  recently 
presented  a  gold  cup  to  Terry  Chapman, 
managing  director  of  Grunwick 
Processing  Laboratories.  The  cup  was 
commissioned  by  Kodak  in  recognition  of 
the  firm's  performance  in  the  Award  for 
Quality  scheme  over  the  past  four  years. 
During  that  time,  Grunwick  have  won  six 
gold  awards  for  quality  —  more  than  any 
other  single  laboratory 


EVENTS 


Sheepish  looks 
from  Med-Pharm 

Med-Pharm  Services  are  holding  a 
seminar  on  the  Nuffield  Inquiry 
called  "A  wolf  in  sheep's  clothing?". 

The  seminar  takes  place  on  September 
16  at  the  Sheraton  Skyline  Hotel,  Bath 
Road,  Hayes,  Middlesex  (near  Heathrow 
Airport).  Speakers  include  PSGB 
president  Dr  Booth;  Dr  Frank  Fish  of  the 
Nuffield  Inquiring  Commission,  and  Mr 
David  Sharpe,  chairman  of  the  PSNC. 

Tickets  cost  £149.50.  Application 
forms  from  Med-Pharm  Services  Ltd, 
Walton  House,  2  West  Grove,  Walton-on- 
Thames,  Surrey  KT12  5NX. 

Advance  information 

Age  Concern.  "Maintaining  continence",  residential 
course  lor  non-nursing  careers  on  October  16-17  at 
Age  Concern  Training  Centre.  Northfield, 
Birmingham,  cost  £60.  Applications  to  the  Training 
Department,  Age  Concern  England,  60  Pitcairn 
Road,  Mitcham,  Surrey  CR4  3LL,  before  September 
12. 

DIY  Novotel  Exhibition,  September  7-9  at  Novotel 
Exhibition  Centre,  Hammersmith,  London. 
Royal  Society  of  Chemistry,  talks  for  the  Autumn 
include- 
East  Anglia  region,  analytical  division,  "Is  the 
packed  column  in  GC  dead",  on  October  15,  at 
7.30pm,  Castle  public  house,  Castle  Hill,  Cambridge. 
Meeting  of  the  particle  characterisation  group, 
"Particle  size  characterisation  for  pharmaceuticals" 
on  September  1 1 ,  at  The  School  of  Pharmacy, 
University  of  London,  Brunswick  Square,  London 
WC1,  9  30am  to  4pm. 

Midlands  region,  analytical  division,  Ton 
.chromatography",  on  October  15  at  2pm  in  the  R&D 
lecture  theatre,  Fisons  Pharmaceutical  Division, 
Bakewell  Road,  Loughborough.  Further  information 
on  above  meetings  from  the  Royal  Society  of 
Chemistry,  01-437-8656. 
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Shopfitting 


DESIGN,  BUILDING 


IU 

_  II 
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RISTAII.  PHARMACY 


fl        T  TT"\  X      Scurl  Limited,  Lockerbie  House, 
^1       I       K  Locarno  Road,  Tipton,  West  Midlands 

•  lJ  V_>  \J  1  VI_J   DY4  9SD.  Telephone:  021-520  5671 


LEXDRUM 

0626  834077 

WE  PROVIDE  A  PROFESSIONAL 
SHOPFITTING  SERVICE  FOR  THE 
RETAIL  PHARMACY 

^       LEXDRUM  STOREFITTERS 

Chappie  Rd,  Bovey  Tracey,  Devon, 

.JL  0626634077 


PHARMACY  STORAGE 


CSfir-3 


3 


Shelf  &  Base  Units 

•  Inexpensive 

•  Ready  assembled 

•  Simple  installation 

•  Numark  recommended 


Details  from: 
Raystone  Contracts  Co, 
Unit  4,  Grcsley  Rd  Ind  Est, 
Keighley  BD21  5JG,  W.  Yorks. 
Tel:  0535  661125 


MANUFACTURING 
BUSINESS  HAVE 

HAIR  CARE 
PRGDUCTS  FUR 
SALE 

GFFERS  INVITED 

CDNTACT: 
BOX  C&D  3176 


Stock  for  Sale 


FULLY  EXPERIENCED 
COMPANY  WILL  SUBMIT  P.I. 
APPLICATIONS  IN  YOUR 
NAME.  PAYMENT  BY 

RESULTS  ONLY 
CONFIDENTIALITY 
ASSURED 


BOX  C&D  3174 


Appointments 


CROYDON  HEALTH  AUTHORITY 


PHARMACY  TECHNICIAN 


Certified  technician  required  to  work  at  Warlingham  Park  Hospital 
in  a  pleasant  rural  setting  on  the  outskirts  of  Croydon.  A  ward  top- 
up  service  is  in  operation,  the  pharmacy  department  is 
computerised  and  the  staff  are  very  friendly. 

Salary£5,521-£7,020p.a.  inc.  37  hour  week,  worked  Monday- 
Friday  only. 

Temporary  accommodation  may  be  available. 

The  Staff  Pharmacist,  Mr  R.  Linton,  will  be  happy  to  provide 
further  information  and  arrange  an  informal  visit  if  you  telephone 
him  on  08832  2101. 


Application  forms  from  District  Personnel,  Croydon  General  Hospital. 
London  Road.  Croydon.  Surrey  Tel:  01  684  6999  ext  2027. 

Closing  date  22nd  August  1986 


Labels 


S3ESMES3 

TOP  QUALITY M  AD  CI  C 
SELF-ADHESIVE LMDCLD 
FOR  COMPUTER  OR  TYPEWRITER  USE 

DEL  1 VERED  Wl  THIN  14  DA  YS  OR 

NO  CHARGE 

THAT'S  THE  PARK  PRINTING  PLEDGE 

PHONE  AMANDA  NOW! 
FOR  FULL  DETAILS 

LABELS! 


The  leading  <?ua/7fy  supplier  in  the  UK 
for  Computer  or  Typewriter  -  every 
system  catered  for. 


PROMPT  DESPATCH - 
KEENEST  PRICES 


Equipment  for  Sale 


Mo 

teed 


harmaceutkal 
ackaging 
eeds 

PO  Box  140  6  Kirkstall  Hill,  Leeds  LSI  1YZ 
ring  now  for  prices 


Ring  Leeds  (0532)  752653  for 
immediate  attention ! 


FOR  SALE 

KIS  MINI-LAB  £10,000 

DELIVERY, 
INSTALLATION  AND 
MAINTENANCE  CAN 
BE  ARRANGED. 

Telephone: 
041  881  5686 


Professional  Prescription 
Computer  Labelling 


Simply  the  best  k 

The  Park  range  of  Computer  Labelling  Systems  simply  the  best 


Can  tat  I  David  C  oleman  , 
Mike  Sprince  MPS 
Park  Systems  Ltd 

41  41  1'arlianienl  Street, 
Lnvrpool  LS  SRN 
ret  II',  I  TIIHttHlltl 
lele\  t>28t>22 
Singapore  Agents 
Summit  Co. 
Ruby  Industrial  I  state, 
Singapore  13.34 


The  Park  range  of  Computer  Labelling  Si/stems  simply  the  best 

Prove  it  for  yourself  with  a  74  day  Free  trial.  approved 

SYSTEMS  FROM  £750  TO  THE  NEW  DISK-BASED  SYSTEM  800  AT  £1295  PRICES  EXCLUDE  VAT  AND  INCLUDE  A 107.  NPA  REBATE 
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Professional  Prescription 
Computer  Labelling 


Agents 


f   Market  Leaders  in  Pharmacy  labelling  systems  throughout  the  UK 

John  Richardi  on 
Computet!  Ud 

Superb  labelling  systems 
for  discerning  pharmacists. 

Prices  from  £1098  or  £7.85  per  week  - 10%  NPA  rebate  included 
IREEPOf I  Paction  PS*  «BB  lei  CI II 


TWO  COMMISSION  AGENTS 
REQUIRED 

established  in  Kent  and  Essex,  for  Sundries 
Wholesaler  with  fast  selling  own  brand  of 
cosmetics. 

Tel:  01 -597  6656 


Stock  for  Sale 


Agents 


ENTER  THE  WORLD  OF  PERFUMES. 

SELECTION  OF  WIDE  RANGE  OF 

BRANDED  PERFUMERY  AT  DISCOUNT  PRICES. 


AGENTS  REQUIRED 

Agents  urgently  required  for  Greater  Manchester  & 
Yorkshire  areas  to  market  a  comprehensive  and 
competitively  priced  range  of  generics  and  fully 
licenced  Parallel  Imports. 
Contact: 
John  Davies  061  748  2966  or 
Alan  Patteson  0477  35570 
or  write  to 

Copeairn  Ltd,  55  57  Flixton  Road,  Urmston, 
Manchester  M31  3AN. 


KODAK  FILMS  AT 
DISCOUNT  PRICES 


PASCOS  (LONDON) 
425c  HARROW  RD 
LONDON  W10  4RE 


Tel:  0319/5752 
OPEN 
Mon-Fri  ^8am-6pm 
Sundays  10am-3pm 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 

Mrs.  S.  Dezsofi  (former  Jodez  Ltd.)  has  now  the  latest  Autumn  lines 
available  in:  — 

Ear-wires.  Clips.  Pearls,  Beads,  Brooches.  Rings  etc. 

Phone:  061  795  7515,  or  write: 
2.  Haslatn  Court.  Singleton  Rd..  Salford  M7  0LU.  Manchester 

Sample  parcels  from  CIO  upwards. 


Stock  for  Sale 

I 

k 

]  KEMISTORES  Ta0$hTclarlrttd 

i                               38-42  MINERVA  ROAD,  LONDON  NW10  6LE 
JP                          TELEPHONE:  01-961  4590.  TELEX:  8951749  PIPES  G. 

TRADE  SHOW  SATURDAY  16th  AUGUST 
(2pm-8pm)  AND  SUNDAY  1 7  AUGUST  (9am-6pm) 

TIMES 

MON:  9.00am-6.00pm 
TUES:           9  00cm  6.00pm 
WEDS:  9.00am-9.00pm 
THURS:  9.00am-9.00pm 
FRI:  9.00am-6.00pm 
SAT:  CLOSED 
SUN:             9  00am  6,00pm 

FREE 

CHEESE  &  WINE  ON  BOTH 
TRADE  SHOW  DAYS. 
CHILDREN'S  PARTY  ALL  DAY 
SUNDAY  17th 

MANUFACTURERS  OFFERING  EXTRA  BONUSES: 
WILKINSON  SWORD,  ALBERTO,  FARLEYS,  GILLETTE,  TAMPAX,  ELIDA  GIBBS,  A.H. 

ROBINS,  SMITH  &  NEPHEW,  LRC,  MILUPA,  MENLEY  &  JAMES,  REVLON,  CROOKS 
PRODUCTS,  CIBA,  BREWHURST,  CARTER  WALLACE,  KODAK,  WARNER  LAMBERT, 
LEXDRUM  STOREFITTERS. 

TIMOTEI  SHAMPOO 
200ml  £6.29  per  12 

NESTLE  STYLING  GEL 

£4.79  per  12 

IMPULSE  BODY  SPRAY 
£8.99  per  12 

PANADOL  TABLETS  12 
£2.79  per  12 

COW  &  GATE  BABY 
JUICES  £2.09  per  12 

CLINOMINS  TOOTHPASTE 
£2.19  per  6 

ROBINSONS  BARLEY  WATER 
(ORANGE/LEMON)  £6.49  per  12 

REVLON  FLEX  TWIN  350ml 
SHAMPOO  &  CONDITIONER 

£9.99  per  6X2 

TYROZETS  LOZENGES 
£4.69  per  12 

TAMPAX  REGULAR 
40  s  £7.99  per  6 

SMA  GOLD  CAP 
450g  £36.99  per  24 

NIGHTNURSE  LIQUID 

£6.29  per  6 

IMPERIAL  LEATHER  TALC 
400g  £3.99  per  6 

RECITAL  HAIR  DYE 
£4.69  per  3 

VIDAL  SASSOON  SHAMPOO 
200ml  £8.99  per  12 

FARLEYS  RUSKS  18  s 
£6.49  per  12 

All  offers  are  valid  only  at  the  Trade  Show  while  stocks  last.  Telephone  for  details. 
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Nicola  leads 
the  way  on  YTS 


The  first  chemist's  assistant  to 
complete  training  under  the 
National  Pharmaceutical 
Association's  YTS  scheme,  is 
seventeen-year-old  Nicola  Prowse 
from  Daventry.  Northamptonshire. 

Nicola  worked  at  the  Spackman 
McKenzie  pharmacy  in  Daventry  as  a 
Saturday  sales  assistant  before  leaving 
school  in  July  1985.  She  was  keen  to  learn 
more  about  work  in  a  pharmacy  and  was 
told  about  the  scheme  by  her  pharmacist 
Nigel  Morley.  YTS  trainees  are  put  through 
the  NPA's  staff  training  course.  Nicola  says 
because  of  it  she  gained  a  lot  of  knowledge 
about  the  shop  which  has  made  her  more 
confident  when  dealing  with  customers. 

Mr  Morley  offered  Nicola  a  permanent 
job  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  she  is  to 


_jPEOPLE_ 

HOME 
DOCTOR 

AN  A-Z  GUIDE 


Pharmacists  have  ordered  around  1,240 
copies  of  "Home  Doctor,  an  A-Z  Guide" 
and  177  copies  of  "AIDS  —  Questions  and 
answers",  since  their  mid-July  launch 
through  the  National  Pharmaceutical 
Association's  business  aids  department, 
who  describe  the  take  up  as  "very  good" 


begin  the  two-year  NPA  dispensing 
technicians  course  in  September.  He 
believes  Nicola's  training  improved  the 
knowledge  of  all  his  staff  because  her 
questions  prompted  them  to  think  more 
about  what  they  were  doing.  And  he  says 
the  biggest  advantage  of  the  scheme  to 
pharmacists  is  that  it  allows  them  to  train 
assistants  to  a  high  standard  at  minimum 
cost,  with  the  bonus  of  ending  up  with  a 
competent  full-time  assistant. 


Sunderland's  five 
first  classes... 


The  nine  students  who  obtained  first 
class  honours  degrees  are:  Miss  S.R. 
Bamford,  B.  Goodbum,  Miss  F.L.  Harris, 
S.D.  Hegan,  MissR.H.  Lovell,  K.K.T. 
Mahasuria,  Miss  A.  Naik,  Miss  C.J. 
Pritchard,  Miss  B.  Stock. 

Wellington:  On  July  27,  Alfred  John,  of 
Elburton,  Plymouth,  aged  77. 

Mervyn  Madge,  chairman  of the  Rural 
Pharmacists  Association,  writes: 
"Plymouth  pharmacists  were  saddened  by 
the  death  of  Alfred  Wellington.  He  was 
one  of  our  older  members  with  a  lifetime  of 
service  in  pharmacy  to  the  public.  Mr 
Wellington  qualified  in  1936  from  the  old 
School  of  Pharmacy,  Plymouth  and  then 
bought  Woods  Pharmacy,  makers  of  the 
famous  Woods  areca  nut  tooth  powder. 
After  the  shop  was  blitzed  during  the  war, 
he  opened  another  business  where  he 
gave  years  of  service  to  'Barbican  folk'." 


Committee  post 
for  Mr  Purdy 

Gordon  Purdy.  MPS.  has  been 
appointed  a  member  of  Unichem's 
north  regional  committee. 

Mr  Purdy,  who  qualified  from 
Sunderland  Polytechnic  in  1960,  has 
worked  for  Wylam  (Chemists)  Ltd  of 
Middlesborough  for  the  past  23  years.  He 
became  a  director  of  the  company  in  1965. 
A  founder  member  the  College  of 
Pharmacy  Practice,  he  is  chairman  of  the 
Durham  branch  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  and  is  a  past  president  of  the 
Easington  and  Peterlee  Rotary  Club. 
John  Hamilton  (Pharmaceuticals)  Ltd: 
Miss  Greer  Culpan  has  been  appointed  a 
buyer.  For  four  years  before  joining  JHP 
Miss  Culpan  worked  as  a  head  dispenser 
for  Boots. 

Richard  Daniel  &  Son  Ltd:  Mr  Duncan 
McKenzie  has  been  appointed  warehouse 
manager  of  the  Ashton-under-Lyne  depot. 
Mr  McKenzie  was  previously  with 
Macarthys. 

A.H.  Robins  Co  Ltd:  Mr  Andrew  J. 
Edyvean  becomes  trade  marketing 
manager  for  the  consumer  products 
division.  He  was  formerly  senior  product 
manager  for  Robitussin  cough  medicines. 
Wellcome  pic:  Dr  Howard  J.  Schaeffer  is 
appointed  to  the  boards  of  Wellcome  pic 
and  Wellcome  Foundation.  He  is  currently 
vice-president  responsible  for  the 
research,  development  and  medical 
division,  Burroughs  Wellcome. 

Glaxo  Holdings  pic:  Dr  Brian  Tempest 
has  been  appointed  regional  director,  Far 
East.  He  will  be  responsible  to  Mr  Bernard 
Taylor,  chief  executive  of  Glaxo,  for  the 
group's  interests  in  Japan,  Korea,  China, 
Taiwan  and  Hong  Kong.  Dr  Tempest  was 
formerly  general  manager  of  Searle  UK 
and  Searle  Ireland. 


Five  pharmacy  students  have  been 
awarded  first  class  honours  degrees 
from  Sunderland  Polytechnic. 

They  are  Helen  Baxter  of  Shipley; 
Geoffrey  Cave  of  Shiremoor,  Tyne  & 
Wear;  Jaqueline  Fisher  of  Doncaster;  Bijal 
Ruparelia  of  Luton;  and  Angela  Smith  of 
Sunderland.  In  all,  there  were  109 
graduates  in  pharmacy,  and  28  in 
pharmacology  and  from  the  faculty  of 
Pharmaceutical  Sciences. 

...and  Aston  s  nine 

Fifty-nine  pharmacy  students  at 
Aston  University  have  been 
successful  in  their  final 
examinations  with  around  70  per 
cent  achieving  a  first  or  upper 
second  class  honours  degree. 

Eleven  students  won  prizes:  They  are 
the  Cuxson  Gerrard  Medal  and  Central 
Birmingham  Health  District  prize,  Mr  B. 
Goodburn;  ICI  Pharmaceutical  Prize, 
Miss  C.  Pritchard;  Regent  Laboratory 
prize,  Mr  S.D.  Hegan;  Merrell  prize,  Miss 
R.  Stock;  ASTMS  prize,  Miss  N.  On  and 
Miss  B.  Stock;  ASTMS  prize,  D.J. 
Rushton,  Miss  A.  Naik,  and  Mr  K.K.T. 
Mahasuria;  Pfizer  prize,  Miss  S.  Bamford, 
Miss  F.  Harris,  and  Miss  R.  Lovell. 
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National  Pharmaceutical  Association  members  from  as  far  afield  as  Chester  and  the  Isle  of 
Man  attended  an  NPA  working  dinner  in  Liverpool  to  discuss  the  future  development  of 
local  branches.  The  event  was  organised  by  the  NPAs  local  organisations  officer  Mike 
King,  (third  right)  and  hosted  by  Board  member  Mr  Jeremy  Clitherow  (far  right) 
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SURGICAL  ELASTIC  HOSIERY 
BELTS  —  TRUSSES 

•  TWO-WAY  STRETCH  ELASTIC  YARN 

•  FLATBED  KNIT  &  CIRCULAR  KNIT 

•  NYLON  LIGHTWEIGHT  STOCKINGS 

•  NYFINE  LIGHTWEIGHT  TIGHTS 

•  SEAMLESS  ONE-WAY  STRETCH 

•  NYLON  NET 

Stock  Sizes  Of  Made  to-Measure 
Obtainable  direct  or  through  your  wholesaler  Wnte  tor  iteratui* 
Stock  Bans  (Abdominal  and  Sptnal)    -   Elastic  Band  Trusses       Jock  Straps 
Suspensory   Bsndagas  Athletic  Slips 


SALLIS  LTD. 


Vernon  Works, 
Phone:  787841/2 


Stockinette  Bandages 


Bastorcr,  Nottingham 
Grams:  Easiness 


THE  TRIANGLE  TRUST 

The  Triangle  Trust  1949  fund  is  an  independent  charitable 
trust  administered  by  a  Board  of  Trustees.  Its  primary  aim 
is  the  relief  of  hardship  or  distress  in  the  case  of  people  and 
their  dependents  employed  or  formerly  employed  in  the 
pharmaceutical  industry  in  Great  Britain.  Such  relief  may 
include  assistance  with  educational  expenses. 
The  Trustees  will  also  consider  on  their  merits  any  applica- 
ations  for  assistance  beyond  the  scope  of  an  employer's 
responsibilities,  concerning  education  or  training  at 
recognised  centres  of  study  for  general  or  special  subjects. 
For  additional  information, 
or  to  apply  for  assistance,  write  to:- 

The  Secretary  Dept  CD 
THE  TRIANGLE  TRUST  1949  FUND 
Clarges  House,  6-12  Clarges  Street 
London  W1Y  SDH 


PHARMACEUTICAL 
IMPORTS 

Worried  about  the  legality  ot  your 
P.I.  Supplies^ 

COPEAIRN  LTD  offers  pharmacists  the 
following  guarantees: 

*  Wide  range  ot  FULLY  LICENCED  products 

*  Total  compliance  with  P.S.G.B.  Council 
Statement 

*  All  products  RE-LABELLED  in  ENGLISH 

*  D.H.S.S.  Wholesale  Dealer  and 
Manufacturer  (Assembly  Only)  Licences 

*  Formal  batch  recall  and  quality  control 
systems 

*  Heavily  discounted  prices 

*  Product  liability  insurance 

For  further  information  and  price  list  phone 
ALAN  PATTISON  M.P.S.  0477  35570 
JOHN  DAVIES  M.P.S.  061  748  2966 

or  write  to  COPEAIRN  LTD,  55-57  FLIXTON 
ROAD,  URMSTON,  MANCHESTER. 
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GET 
YOURSELF 
A  GOOD 
NAME 


•  Genuine  24  Hour  Service 

•  Giant  Print  Service 
Available 

•  Comprehensive  Customer 
Service 

•  Regency  Quality  Film 
(110, 126,  35mm  &  Disc) 

•  Poster  Prints  Available 

•  Canvas  Bonded  Photos 

•  Place  Mats  &  Coasters 

•  Print  from  Print/Slide 

•  Laboratories  in  London  and 
Leicester 

Regeinic\y,  g  i  i  the  leal  r  inn  o 


Please  send  nne  further  information 

Name  

Company  

Address  


Tel:  

Regency 

lo.1  in  Photoprocessing 


Regency  Film  Services,  476  Hertford  Road,  Enfield, 
Middlesex  EN3  5QU  Tel:  01-804  9921 
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WISDOM 


ANGLED  HEAD 


WISDOM 


WISDOM 


Wisdom.  A  range  of  toothbrushes  to  cater 
for  all  your  customers'  needs. 

The  range  is  divided  into  three  clear 
categories. 

Wisdom  Quest.  A  professional  brush  in 
the  distinctive  magenta  pack. 

Wisdom  Nylon.  Britain's  biggest-selling 
brush,  now  packaged  in  blue. 

Wisdom  Special.  A  range  of  special 
application  brushes,  like  Plaquemaster,  all 
bearing  the  bright  green  flash. 


This  new  colour-coded  packaging 
concept  is  the  result  of  close  collaboration  with 
dental  experts  and  your  customers  themselves. 

And  with  such  a  distinctive,  comprehen- 
sive new  range  of  toothbrushes  on  the  market, 
who  needs  stock  another  brand? 

WISDOM 


